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got suspicious. 

The boys got so steamed up about the idea that before 
very long they were discussing whether it would be better 
to go around looking for Jap ships to capture or take over 
a thinly held island and make a fortress of it. I stepped 
into the picture then and decided against such foolhardy 
belligerency. I pointed out to them that we had been away 
from our own forces so long we had no way of knowing 
what was actually afoot in the way of grand strategy, and 
if we raised even a small popgun commotion in that part 
of the world we'd be running the risk of getting the Japs 
all stirred up, just when our own high command in Aus- 
tralia might want them lulled into security. 
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I HAD always thought that you waited until you got to be 
very old and landed in a home for broken-down sailors or 
soldiers before you began to chew the fat about the battles 
you'd been in and dish up the details, no matter how small, 
and arguing about whether you made your attack at seven 
A.M. or seven-four a.m. until you got hot under the collar 
about it and wanted to sock somebody. 

I was finding out you didn't have to wait that long. We 
went over the things that had happened to us back at Ca- 
vite, and on Bataan and at Corregidor, with a fine-tooth 
comb; checking up on each other, comparing notes, getting 
each moment straight, until it shaped up into a complete 
story. 

One of our favorite themes was the action off Longaska- 
gawayan Point, a whooper-dooper of a name any way you 
look at it, but I had written it in reports so many times I 
could toss it off one hand easy. Some of the gang thought 
it was the high point of the war for us. 

Bird-dogging and chasing Oscars had kept up our morale 

after the pounding we had taken at Cavite. It was satisfy- 
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ing to know that we were getting war-wise and could 
match wits with the Japs and win a round every now and 
then. January was our Pickett's Charge out there. For the 
time being, our men on Bataan were giving the Japs a good 
trimming. In one frontal attack the Japs were said to have 
lost thirty thousand men and gained not an inch. 

The rice fields of northern Bataan were covered with 
Japanese dead. The stench became so bad that both armies 
had to move their troops back away from the area. At first 
our boys had tried to bury the bodies, but they soon found 
out that all they got for their trouble was a shot from a 
hidden sniper. The Japanese wounded rolled over and shot 
our doctors who were trying to help them. We lost a lot 
of doctors that way before we found out this was a dif- 
ferent kind of war from any that had gone before. Even our 
high^-ranking Army officers were slow to acknowledge 
these things until they had seen them with their own eyes. 
I guess you have to see it and see it happen to your own 
countrymen before you can feel as we did. But our hatred 
was nothing to that of the infantrymen in the field who 
met the Japs face to face. They saw and smelled the beast 
at first hand and hated him with a cold, tempered-steel 
hatred. 

At night the waters between Corregidor and Bataan, and 
between Corregidor and Caballo islands, were crowded 
with traffic, carrying supplies for our men in outlying 
forts. Some of the forts did not have their own water 
supply. All needed oil to keep their power plants going. 
All, even Bataan, drew their food supplies from the im- 
derground storehouses on Corregidor. To be stationed 
in the North Channel at night was like standing in a 
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blacked-out Times Square. We were constantly afraid that 
the Japs might slip some of their own small boats in among 
the ones working for us, and one of our sweeps was an- 
chored in the channel every night as a policeman to identify 
the craft as they passed. There were prearranged recogni- 
tion signals, but sometimes the bone-tired officers and men 
from Bataan were scornful of formalities and we had to 
bring their boats to a stop with machine-gun fire. Occa- 
sionally we got an indignant reply, slowly spelled out, "I 
am Major So-and-so," or Colonel So-and-so. The Qmil got 
a reputation for being a mean and hard-boiled copper, but 
it had to be done. 

Reports began coming out of Bataan about a Jap infiltra- 
tion into the hills on the seaward, or western, side. It was 
a serious problem, since the Japs were setting up mountain 
guns overlooking the main supply roads which ran up to 
the front lines of northern Bataan. The Army figured that 
it was the Navy's job to keep the Japs' sea-borne troops off 
the coast. For the job the Navy had Commander Bridgett, 
about six planeless aviators, and a few hundred sailors, col- 
lected here and there from the evacuation of Manila and 
Cavite. Bridgett had had command of a squadron of PBY's 
at the start of the war. One by one these planes were lost, 
after performing miracles torpedoing Jap ships. 

On New Year's Eve— which none of us realized until 
afterward nvas New Year's Eve— with the oil tanks and 
everything else left at Cavite about to be blown up to pre- 
vent them from falling into the hands of the Japs who 
were pounding at its back door, Bridgett had come run- 
ning down to the fuel dock with his men, about a hundred 
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and fifty of them. He had been told to get back to Bataan 
and Mariveles by land as best he could. There were three 
different units of the Jap army between him and Mariveles 
and things didn't look too good for him. He spied a small 
ship slipping into the fuel dock in the gathering dusk after 
sunset. The ship was the Quail. We were getting a last 
bellyful of fuel. Bridgett and his men piled aboard, and 
we took them to Mariveles that night. 

Since that time Bridgett and his officers had put together 
a naval battalion over at Mariveles. They had been pretty 
green at first and had lost some men without even seeing 
the Japs camouflaged in the underbrush. Bridgett fixed that 
by borrowing some tough old Filipino scout sergeants to 
give his men instruction in jungle fighting. Gradually 
Bridgett pushed the Jap infiltration back toward the sea 
until he had them all cornered on one peninsula called 
Longaskagawayan Point. Driving them off that point, 
though, was tough. The Japs had been in that area long 
before the war and had built secret cement gun founda- 
tions, had cached away guns and ammunition underground, 
and had prepared the peninsula as a possible fort for the 
future. They had done all this without anyone knowing it, 
in spite of the fact that it was government land and re- 
stricted territory. The cement in these foundations was 
between two and five years old. 

Against this setup Bridgett couldn't do very much with 
his few sailor-soldiers and he reported the situation to head- 
quarters. The Navy sent out the Mary AnnCy a small com- 
mandeered yacht, to go around to the seaward side and 
take a look, but she ran into trouble. The Japs on the point 
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opened up on her, and after they put a shot through her 
stack she decided it was time to get out of the way and 
report what she had found out. 

On the night of January 29, I got a coded call on the 
radio to report to headquarters on Corregidor. I started 
over, wondering what it was all about and figuring I was 
being called to hear a complaint for being too hard-boiled 
a traffic cop in the North Channel. When I arrived at tun- 
nel headquarters I was taken in to see the commander of 
the inshore patrol, Captain Hoeffel. 

"Morrill, how'd you like to do a little fighting?" he 
wanted to know. He had a twinkle in his eye, and I was 
afraid he was merely kidding me. 

"My God, Captain," I asked, "do you really mean it?" 

"Yes," he said^ "Fve got a little job for you to do. Fll 
show you what it is." 

He brought out a chart of the seaward coast of Bataan 
and pointed at Longaskagawayan Point. 

"Commander Bridgett and our naval-battalion boys have 
driven the Japs out of the hills and down onto this point, 
but they Ve run into something too big for them to handle 
by themselves. Bridgett wants me to give him the use of 
a ship and Fve picked the QuaiL The Commandant and I 
don't like the idea of putting you on this operation because 
we need the Quail for mine sweeping and we hate to risk 
losing a ship. We want you to use your head up there and 
not let yourself get in too deep. As far as Bridgett and the 
Army are concerned, you'll be just a floating gun platform, 
but weVe got other uses for you. You know what hap- 
pened to the Mary Anne out there, so don't get in too close 
to their beach artillery. If you find yourself in trouble give 
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us a priority signal on the radio. Remember that as com- 
manding officer of your ship you are responsible for its 
safety, so don't let Bridgett or the Army talk you into 
taking any unnecessary risks." 

He gave us our written orders: "At 0400 January 29 
you will proceed through the inner mine field and pick 
up Commander Bridgett and his party at Mariveles. Pro- 
ceed from then on in accordance with his verbal instruc- 
tions." 

The Captain wished us good luck then, and I walked 
out of the tunnel, feeling pretty good. As I crossed over 
the hump at the base of Malinta Hill and on over to the 
north dock where my boat was waiting, I thought of ways 
and means to make the expedition a success. The Voice of 
Freedom, Corregidor's little local radio, was just signing off 
as I passed by the entrance to the big Army tunnel. They 
always finished with the Star-Spangled Banner^ and I re- 
member thinking that of all the war songs that hundred- 
year-old anthem had them all beat as a spine-stiffener. At 
least it did to us out there. 

I decided not to say anything to our other officers and 
crew that night. Usually when we had been given some 
special job to pull off I called them together and mapped 
it out for them, but there are plenty of people who don't 
sleep well when they think there is a good chance they 
may not live through the next day, and they needed all the 
sleep they could get. 

There was plenty to do in the morning. Taylor, our 
gunnery officer, had gone to the hospital two days before. 
Lee, our executive officer and second in command, could 
have been very helpful to me on the bridge, but I didn't 
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want him up there, I wanted him as far away from me as 
possible, back aft at the after steering station, so that if some- 
thing happened to me there would be someone left to pull 
the ship out of the hole. 

With Taylor and Lee counted out there was no one else 
on the ship except myself who knew enough about gunnery 
to control the firing. We had two chief quartermasters who 
were qualified to handle the control of the ship's steering 
and navigation. We ended up with a rather unusual com- 
bination on the bridge. I acted as gunnery officer and Byrd, 
our chief gunnery officer, acted as captain. I told him where 
I wanted the ship to be and he and his gang did all the 
piloting and steering. These arrangements seemed to baffle 
the Army officers who took the trip with us, and they 
finally asked me, "Who the hell is captain of this ship any- 
way?" But outside of disturbing the Army's sense of the 
fitness of things, the arrangement worked out fine. 

There were other things to arrange. We had to strike 
up extra quantities of the type of ammunition used for 
firing at surface targets, since most of our work in the 
past had been antiaircraft work. There had to be a special 
arrangement of our fire-control telephones. One earphone 
was connected with the gun firing at the beach and the 
other phone had to be connected to the other three-inch 
gun and the machine guns that were to keep the planes off. 
our necks. A single switch permitted me to talk to the two 
groups of gunners separately, while I could listen to all the 
guns all the time. There were extra crow's-nest lookouts 
to post on the chance that Jap naval vessels would try to 
sneak up on us. We wanted to be sure to see them first as 
our gun power was a lot better for fighting off air attack 
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than it was for shooting it out with big ships. We put our 
best lookout, Binkley, up there and connected him up with 
a special telephone hookup which included the large search- 
lights. 

Bridged: was waiting for us at Mariveles in a small motor- 
boat with Major Pugh and several other Army officers. 
We started through the outer mine field. The night was 
pitch-black. There was no moon and, of course, no navi- 
gational lights marking the channel, so we had to take our 
bearings on the hazy outlines of the islands. That particular 
mine field was one of our Army fields and had live mines 
in it that were plenty big. The channel through it was 
only two hundred yards wide, and we scraped the un- 
lighted mine-field marker buoy at the end of the channel. 
It was that close. 

Once clear of the mine field, Bridgett and I went into 
the lightproof cabin to talk over our plan of operations 
from his angle. Bridgett explained that his ground troops 
were holding a line across the ridge at the base of Longaska- 
gawayan Point. The point was shaped like a razor-backed 
hog, with the snout sticking out to seaward. The sides 
and seaward ends of the point were honeycombed with 
caves and natural hideouts. Scrub brush and small trees 
grew in scattered clumps on the sides, thickest along the 
water's edge. The Japs had their artillery pieces hidden 
there. At seven-thirty in the morning a battery of big 
mortars from Corregidor was going to open up on the top 
ridge and south side of the point. Another battery of our 
Army seventy-fives was to open up at the same time from 
a point farther up the coast and cover the north side of 
the point. Our job was to polish off the seaward end and 
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seek out the hard spots of resistance. By means of a special 
radio-telephone circuit Bridgett was to control the whole 
show from his vantage point on our bridge. 

"WeVe got to do the job in a hurry/' he said. "By to- 
morrow morning at the latest. The Japs on the point are 
being reinforced each night by sea from their submarines 
and surface vessels and they are getting tougher to crack 
every day. They have already set up their artillery to blast 
our supply roads to our front lines on Bataan.'' 

I asked him where he wanted the Quail to be when the 
show began. 

"I want the Quail to be as close to shore as you can get 
her. I need visibility to control the Army gunfire and I 
want to be in there where I can see our ground forces 
coming down the ridge." 

When he mentioned the close-range idea, I told him 
about our instructions. 

"The hell with that!'' he exploded. "You're in command 
now. What're you going to do?" 

"Take it easy," I told him. "We'll be in there plenty 
close enough to suit you when things start popping." 

We went over the whole thing once more and then 
shifted back to the bridge. We had been there only a mo- 
ment when our Army searchlights along the Corregidor 
shore, thinking we looked suspicious, opened up on us 
with the full power of their stabbing shafts of light. The 
intense brilliance made us feel stripped and bare. 

Bridgett blew up with a loud pop. He grabbed the bridge 
extension of our radio telephone and called the Army 
station. 

"This is Bridgett calling," he bellowed. "Get those God- 
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damned searchlights off of us right away. If you don't turn 
'em off by the time I stop talking Fll come over there after 
you." 

He used code words for his various stations. The station 
he was calling happened to be "Purple.'' The answer to his 
message came back: 

**Purple to Bridgett. Message understood." 

It was a wonder that Purple didn't hear Bridgett without 
benefit of earphones. 

"To hell with whether you understand or not. Get those 
searchlights off of us." 

He turned to me. "What do you think of that?" he 
asked. "I personally told each searchlight group not to 
open up on us under any circumstances and to expect us 
to be here at this time." 

I picked up a cup of coffee and handed it to him. "The 
Japs won't know what to make of it either," I said. "It's 
so screwball they'll probably think we're one of their own 
ships." 

"God damn it, Morrill," he said, "I don't know how you 
keep your temper. I guess you're not as Irish as I am." 

He had an Irish face and dark hair. He was heavy-set 
and high-strung but he had plenty of guts. 

The lights went out, and we kept on our northerly 
course for fifteen minutes more. Then we got a second 
surprise package from the shore. A group of our own fifty- 
caliber machine guns began to blast away at us. They 
were pretty far away and we couldn't hear their sound, 
but we could see the bright pink glow of their tracer 
bullets as they passed ahead and above us. We couldn't 
blame the gunners ashore. The Japs had been sending in 
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supplies under cover of darkness, and our beach-defense 
men were on edge. From their point of view they were 
perfectly justified in shooting at any unidentified objects 
they could make out, out there in the darkness. We couldn't 
stop them since we had no telephonic communication with 
them. 

Bridgett was exasperated all over again. "We'd better 
head out to sea and get out of their range and come back 
off the point at the appointed time. We'll have to run at 
full speed, but we'll just about make it," I said. 

"O.K.," he told me, "and by the way my name is Frank." 

"O.K., Frank," I said. 

At the end of another fifteen-minute run, the lookouts 
in the crow's-nest reported something that looked like a 
Jap cruiser close aboard on our starboard bow. We veered 
away, and I sounded the general alarm for action stations. 
Meanwhile I examined the shadowy shape through the 
night glasses. It turned out to be our own patrol vessel, the 
Mary Arme^ and we exchanged recognition signals. I found 
out later that Captain Hoeffel had sent her out there to 
be on hand in the morning to pick up possible survivors 
from the Qiunl. Evidently he hadn't thought our chances 
were too good. 

We arrived off the point just as the dawn began to 
drain the ink out of the sky over Mariveles to the eastward. 
Edging in slowly we arrived three thousand yards away 
at seven-twenty-seven. If you've ever watched the sun rise 
at sea you've noticed that in the east, where the sun is 
going to come up, the sky is a light color and objects to the 
eastward of you stand out clearly, but toward the west 
it is still dark and it is hard to see anything over there until 
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much later. We were approaching from the westward and 
it kept us hidden from the Japs on the point until time for 
us to go into action. 

Sharp on the dot of seven-thirty the first salvo of heavy 
twelve-inch shells from the Corregidor mortars landed in 
the water between us and the point. We could see them 
splash in the water before they cracked the morning quiet 
wide open with the whe-e-e-eing noise they made traveling 
through the air. 

Using his special radio-telephone circuit Bridgett gave 
Corregidor a spot telling them "Right 200.'' 

While we waited for the next salvo, the first bursts from 
our seventy-five battery landed squarely on the north slope 
of the point. 

"Hit. No change. North battery/' Bridgett said on the 
telephone. 

Meanwhile, as we had planned it, Byrd (our chief gun- 
nery officer, now acting as captain) was zigging the Quail 
and closing in on the point. We hoped the Japs' hidden 
field guns would open fire on us so that we could see 
their positions. The second salvo from Corregidor's battery 
landed squarely and Bridgett didn't have to give the mortars 
any more instructions. Once the shells started popping, 
Bridgett was much happier. Turning to me he said, "You 
can open fire any time you're ready." 

Major Pugh helped me pick out a cave on the ocean 
end of the point as our target and we opened up with one 
gun. Our second shot hit where we wanted it to. The Japs 
didn't wait for more nudging and opened up with two 
field-artillery pieces along the southern edge of the point 
down low near the water line. They were cleverly camou- 
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flaged^ but their flashes of smoke gave them away. We 
shifted our aim to the nearest Jap battery and scored a 
square hit with our next two-gun salvo. The Japs sent 
misses off our port beam five hundred feet away. They 
were having trouble adapting their army fieldpieces to our 
rapid zigging. Another of our tw^o-gun salvos polished off 
a second Jap fieldpiece and sent dark fragments flying 
through the air. It would have been good shooting in any 
league and I was proud of it, but I tried not to let Pugh ^ 
and Bridgett see how tickled I was. 

After that there was no more enemy fire. During the 
next hour we closed in to four hundred yards and then 
to nine hundred. It was as close as we could get without 
ramming the Qtiail on the rocks. We systematically sprayed 
every nook, cranny, cave, and clump of trees with shells. 
Major Pugh and his party coached me on likely spots 
where they had seen the Japs taking cover. It was a big 
help having them aboard, as they knew their land warfare. 
What to us looked like a dirty clump of bushes would 
prove to be a heavy machine-gun nest when we touched it 
up with a three-inch shell under the Major's prompting. 

In the meantime our ground forces were waiting until 
we had finished mopping up. The hunk of volcanic rock 
and green growth on which we had the Japs cornered 
began to lose shape and contour, like a craggy, pockmarked 
face going slack. 

In about half an hour Bridgett told the heavy mortars 
to cease fire since we didn't want to waste any more big 
shells, but the QuaiVs three-inchers continued to pump lead 
into that messed-up patch of ground a little longer. Dirt 
spurted under the hammering thrusts of the hell we were 



Digitized by GOuSle 



Originai from 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORWIA 



Action off Longaskagawayan Point 



n9 



sending over, and powder fumes drifted up from our guns 
and stung the lining of our nostrils and throats. 

At eight o'clock a radio dispatch from headquarters told 
us that a Jap cruiser of the Idzuma type was bearing down 
in our direction about twelve miles away. Headquarters 
wanted to know if we saw it. We didn't see it for fifteen 
minutes. Then our crow's-nest made it out, hull-down on 
the horizon, but by that time I was a lot more interested 
in a formation of nine Jap dive bombers which appeared 
in the blue to the north of us. Using our split gun control 
we kept on pecking away at the shore with one gun and 
readied the other one to beat off an air attack. The dive 
bombers came close enough for us to open up on them and 
we gave them a few bursts, but they didn't peel out of 
formation and zoom down at us. Instead, they delivered 
their attack on the other side of the hill on our supply 
highway running up into Bataan. As usual, they had orders 
to do just what they were doing and wouldn't adapt them- 
selves to a new set of circumstances, even when they saw 
us and felt the lifting jar of our antiaircraft under them. 

Adding the appearance of the. cruiser to that of the dive 
bombers, it seemed a good guess that the Japs had decided 
to start a combined air, sea, and land operation on that 
particular morning, but as far as troops and the battery 
on that point were concerned, we had taken care of the 
land part of it. 

At eight-thirty another radio dispatch came from head- 
quarters: "Are you in danger from Jap cruisers?" We sent 
back a negative, explaining that as far as we were concerned 
the cruiser was an old-type can with ineffective gunpowder. 
But headquarters kept right on worrying about us and 
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whipped out another message: "Return at discretion." We 
didn't take time out to reply to that one and continued 
working. 

Bridgett gave the walky-talky man with the ground 
forces the word to advance. We provided a rolUng barrage 
with both of our guns. At times this barrage came very 
close to our own troops and Bridgett asked the walky- 
talky man, "How was that last burst?** 

"Too good,*' the walky-talky man said. "It bounced 
right off the commanding officer's foot. Move it down a 
little before you knock the beard off his chin." 

The advance continued and, amazingly enough, we took 
over the point without a single casualty to our troops. 

At ten minutes to nine, headquarters decided they had 
been patient enough with us and gave us a "Return to 
port." 

I asked Bridgett if he were all finished and he said, "Give 
me just a few more minutes.** 

I acted on the letter of headquarters' orders, if not the 
spirit, and swung the ship around in a large circle and 
continued firing until Bridgett was ready to call it a day. 
Headquarters was getting peeved at us now and asked 
testily, "Are you returning?** Figuring Captain Hoeffel 
was probably having a cat fit, I headed the ship southward 
for the return. Nothing much happened on the trip back 
except for one threatened dive-bombing attack, and I was 
glad it was comparatively quiet because our guns were so 
hot the paint was peeling from them in flakes and strips. 

As we neared our anchorage, headquarters ordered 
Bridgett and myself to report immediately. We looked at 
each other and said, "I guess we're in for it now. They'll 
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be tipping us the black spot." Later on we found out 
through the grapevine that at the very least we had been 
in for a good lacing from our boss, but five minutes before 
we reached the headquarters tunnel, General Wainwright 
had called him up and congratulated him on what he called 
"an amazing series of operations and extremely satisfactory 
co-operation between the two branches of the service," 
and so we were well met. 

There was some huffing and puffing, but in the end the 
Commandant and Captain Hoeffel were swell about it. 

We found out later that of the four hundred Japs on 
the point three hundred and ninety-five of them had died 
rather than surrender. There were no wounded. Two of 
them had jumped off the cliff and three were captured 
in the water. 

Months later, out there in a little thirty-six-foot boat we 
felt very much like that ourselves. There hadn't been any 
bravado or belligerent ranting about it, but almost without 
discussing it we had made up our minds that nobody would 
take us alive either. 
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By the time we had Hiiished fueling it was already black 
in the east and we had just a few more minutes in which 
to catch a last cigarette before the long cigaretteless night 
watches. Doc Head reached into his locker beneath the 
sea boards and fumbled among his "miracle bags." For 
days now we had watched him produce bandages, tape, 
merthiolate, cigarettes, or one of his own gooey medical 
concoctions from them. This time he put on a long face 
and announced there was just one cigarette apiece left. He 
had had us on slim smoke rations for a week or more, but 
we hadn't really believed in his "Better go easy, boys," 
talk. We smoked our last cigarette, trying to drag a little 
extra pleasure out of it, but it tasted just like any other 
cigarette. We had our final drag just as the blackness of 
a moonless night closed in upon us. A scattering of stars 
shone overhead through breaks in the dark stratus clouds. 
They twinkled for a few minutes, a light wind drove the 
clouds across them, and they went out. Sometimes a little 
bank of clouds would stay in one spot long enough for 
us to use it as a course marker, but more often than not 

l%2 
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the clouds would deceive us and we'd find ourselves off 
our course. The same thing happened when we tried to 
watch the ocean swells and gauge our course by them. 
There was no alternative but to use the compass, so we 
cut a tiny hole in the hood over the compass and peered 
through it. But we didn't like the idea. We felt that little 
pinprick of light illimiinated us like a Christmas tree. 

We brought out three or four bananas for the night 
watch. We were banana specialists by this time and bought 
them in various stages of greenness so that some of them 
would be ripe today, others tomorrow, and still others a 
week later. But even better for night watches than bananas 
were the limes we had bought in Leyte. The men found 
that when they sucked on one it took their minds off 
cigarettes. 

Haley called me in the morning, and I found that we 
were off the northeast coast of Morotai. Morotai was a 
pretty good-sized island, sixty miles long. We had heard 
that there were no Japs on Morotai or on the group of 
islands directly to the south of us. The question now was 
whether to make a beach on the windward side through 
the surf or go around to leeward. In order to save time 
and distance we decided to tackle the surf. The surf wasn't 
a high one, the sea only broke three or four feet over the 
reef, but we couldn't see any break in it. To climb over a 
reef in a motorized boat is quite a thing. You don't know 
what you're going to hit on the other side. You might 
land squarely on coral heads or split your bottom wide 
open in shallow water only six inches deep. The smart 
thing was to avoid the surf, with our heavily laden boat. 
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We ran for two hours looking for a break before we gave 
up and went ahead and had breakfast. 

In the middle of breakfast Taylor said, "If that ain't a 
red-ball flag I don't know what it is," 

It brought us all up with a bang, rice and raw sugar 
stuck halfway down our throats. The crew ducked down, 
and I got out the glasses. Sure enough, there was a forty- 
foot Jap steam launch with a Jap merchant flag on it. It 
had just come out of a cove and was running along inside 
of the reef, parallel to us. 

It was doubtful if they saw us. We were a mile and a 
half away and low in the water, but it did change our mind 
about making a landing, and we headed out to sea and 
kept going. The crew had manned their battle stations 
and were squinting along their gun barrels through the 
loopholes. Steele, the fire-eater, said, "We ought to take 
that monkey over.'' 

But I didn't figure it was as good a boat as ours, even if 
we had been able to give it the business. From then on for 
the rest of the day we worried about whether it had sighted 
us and had radioed the news to one of its air bases. It didn't 
seem likely that a boat that small would have a radio but 
we couldn't be sure, and possibly the Japs might have had 
a radio set up on the beach in a lookout station or a tower, 
so we busily read the sky for planes. 

It was hot as the hinges of hell under the decking, and 
we stewed and panted down there until around two o'clock 
when we crossed an open stretch of water and felt rela- 
tively safe. 

Five o'clock found us off the northeast coast of Halma- 
hera, headed south. We ran through schools of big fish 
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jumping two or three feet out of the water, twisting their 
tails and trying to play games with our boat, but we were 
too slow for them and they grew disgusted and went away. 

Since it was late afternoon there was no point in going 
ashore. Nighttime was the time for us to do our traveling. 
Our experience with the Jap red-ball had made us cautious 
about landing on any of the Dutch East Indies islands. 

But for three solid days we had been so cramped that 
the confinement was beginning to make us cranky, so I 
combed the chart for a tiny island too insignificant for the 
Japs to notice. 

''Maybe we can find some com silk and we can smoke," 
Clarke said wistfully. 

I picked out a little island just off the coast of Halma- 
hera, sixty miles to the south, figuring we could reach it 
by morning. Its name was Sajafi. The men complained that 
the natives ought to put up signs on their islands with a 
name on it to make it easier for us, like, "You are now 
entering Sajafi, hell-hole of the southern Pacific. The Lions 
Club meets every Tuesday at the Coconut Inn." 

Before the sun went down I showed Taylor the chart 
and the whole setup and warned him about the danger of 
overshooting Sajafi because of our greater speed. I told him 
if he got there before morning to lie to and wait for day- 
break. 

I slept like a log. The next thing I knew he was leaning 
over me, saying, "I think you'd better get up." I got up 
like a shot; for one confused moment I imagined we were 
back at Corregidor and that the Japs were coming up our 
tunnel. 

Taylor said, "But there's an extra-heavy rain squall mov- 
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ing over toward us and I wanted you to see the island on 
our port before the squall blanks it out. WeVe been lying 
to here since one o'clock/' 

The island was less than half a mile away, resting on 
the inverted bowl of the sea. It was low and flat. It had 
one hill about fifty feet high, covered with coconut and 
hardwood trees, and we were on its leeward side where 
we wanted to be. 

"Are you sure it's Sajafi?" I asked him. 

"Hell, no," he said. "Sajafi or Long Island, it looks all 
the same to me. I just did what you told me to, and stopped 
when we came to an island on our port." 

"Whatever it is, it'll do," I said. 

I told Stringer to get the engine started so we could run 
in and anchor there until daylight. As we started, the rain 
squall reached the island and blotted it out. Then it reached 
us, and for a few moments it was as if firemen were play- 
ing a hose on us. I had Clarke take a sounding with our im- 
provised lead line, found it was shallow enough to anchor, 
and we dropped our hook. No sooner had we done that 
than the rain passed as quickly as it had arrived. There 
were light-gray streaks in the east and in a few more min- 
utes day was coming on fast. We got the anchor up and 
headed in. Taylor was up in the bow guiding us through 
the coral heads and reefs, his arms wigwagging signals to 
us. But the going was too difficult and we went back on 
out. By that time we spied native canoes, looking like Fili- 
pino bancas, a quarter of a mile to the south and native huts 
fringing the beach. 

We went down and turned in where the boat was able 
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to get up on the beach on a sandy bottom, fifty feet from 
shore, and we could wade the rest of the way in. 

We sent Head and Swisher pushing through the wavelets 
lapping along the beach, to find out what the situation 
was and let us know before we lugged our camp gear 
ashore. Swisher claimed to be able to speak Dutch, and we 
thought that might help. I tried to get the Doc to take a 
pistol with him, but he said he had no use for one. 

"If they're going to shoot me, they're going to shoot 
me. I couldn't hit anything with a pistol anyway." He took 
all his clothes off and carried them over his head. We yelled 
after him, "You'll scare 'em all to death before you get 
there, Doc." But he didn't stop, and when he reached the 
beach he calmly put his clothes back on. Our ambassadors 
stood there for some time talking to the natives or trying 
to. Swisher didn't seem to be saying much, in spite of his 
boasted Dutch, but Doc was waving his arms and making 
sweeping motions. We yelled over, "What do they say, 
Swisher?" 

"You got me," he yelled back. 

"Well, talk Dutch to 'em." 

"These jerks don't even know their own language. They 
don't even know Tagalog." 
"Talk Moro to them." 

But that was no good either. "They don't even know 
Moro," Swisher shouted. 

Head was making out better. At least they were nodding 
to him. 

"Doc, what's the dope?" we called. 
"It's O.K.," he yelled. "I'm trading my drawers for a 
load of coconuts.'* 
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"Boy, are they getting gypped!" someone yelled back. 

We wondered where Doc had got them. None of the 
rest of us had any underwear. 

"That Doc's got everything," Cucinello said. "If we only 
knew the truth he's probably got a blonde in those duffel 
bags of his." 

I jumped into the water and went up to Head to find 
out how he was making out. He said he was making out 
fine. 

"All I need is to be left alone," he said. 

I stood there watching him, fascinated. He waved his 
arms around and drew pictures in the sand with a stick. 
He claimed he had already swapped a hundred coconuts 
and was just trying to get them to understand the word 
banana. 

"What word are you using for banana?" I asked him. 

He said he was using the word banana. "What other 
word would I use?" he asked testily. 

His system seemed to be to try to sell them an idea 
twenty-five times. If it didn't work he kept on going. 
Along about the fiftieth time they'd get it. After he put 
over the banana idea he went into a papaya campaign. It 
was comical to watch but it worked. About the only thing 
they wanted from us were clothes, which was the only 
thing we didn't have enough of, but we traded them what 
we could spare and worked in some gauze rolls and a few 
odds and ends of spare medical supplies. These natives 
were as black as tar and had no resemblance to Filipinos, 
the Moros, or any tribe we had ever seen. They wore 
rough, cotton, unbleached drawers which the Dutch had 
supplied them with, and nothing above the waist at all. 
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They were taller and better built than the Moros, but the 
Moros were browner, while these men were African in 
type. 

Meeker started breakfast, and by this time Head was 
trying for tobacco. They didn't grow it themselves and 
were short of it but we finally did get some. Head was so 
busy he forgot about breakfast. 

"I'll talk to 'em awhile," I said, "you slip over and get 
something to eat." 

Using Head's system I tried to find out the name of the 
island. I pointed to the ground and said, "What's this?" 
The old chief must have thought I meant sand, for he gave 
me a word that meant nothing to me. I pointed to Halma- 
hera off in the distance, then back to the island again. 

They said, "Sajafi." 

I pointed to myself and said, "What am I?" 
They said, "American." 

Head swore he hadn't told them the word. Maybe we 
just smelled American to them. 

Head kept them entertained the rest of the afternoon 
while the rest of us slept. He found out some pretty useful 
things that way— a well where we could get fresh water 
and a place where we could bathe. Only the bathing wasn't 
much good because in the creek they sent us to were croco- 
diles six feet long. 

In the evening we shoved off, pretending we were headed 
toward Halmahera. After dark, we cut southeast to ap- 
proach the coast of New Guinea. The chart showed lots of 
shoal areas there and we had heard that the island of Ceram, 
just south, had Japs on it. We wanted to stay away from 
the larger islands and jump from one small one to another. 
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That night we headed across Jilolo Strait for the island 
of Gagi. 

The current set us back and we arrived off Gagi at day- 
break. We changed our minds about stopping at Gagi 
before we got there, deciding that its position and size 
might make it a Jap outpost. Before it was light enough 
for us to be seen, we swerved to the right and were seven 
miles east of it by sunup. Then we went south again and 
headed for a little group of islands small enough not to 
attract sea traffic, called the Jeff family group. Just as we 
turned south, Steele picked up a peculiar object to east- 
ward through the glasses. We could see the heads of six 
or eight men apparently walking through the water up to 
their necks, an illusion caused by the fact that their boat 
was hull down to us. When the boat came up into sight 
over the horizon we could see it was a power-driven launch 
going north. We headed almost due west for a mile or so 
and lost it. After another mile we picked up another one 
and we used the same maneuver. 

Reaching the outboard island of the Jeff family group we 
picked a deserted island, a small one with no underbrush, 
just trees, so low-lying that during storms seas had washed 
right over it. It was a rocky outcropping in the water with 
no beach, and since there was no beach it was laborious 
work getting our supplies across the submerged rocks, but 
once ashore it was swell. We just lay around and rested. 

The night before, we had crossed the equator, but feel- 
ing that we had more important things on our mind than 
horseplay or initiations by Neptune's court I hadn't told 
the boys about it until now. It seemed to make a big im- 
pression on them. It was obvious that the news meant to 
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them that we were on the home stretch. They all began 
to feel cocky, as though the trip were in the bag and as if, 
as far as they were concerned, we had dropped right 
through a hole in the bottom of Hirohito's pocket. They 
became even more chart-conscious, tried to figure out how 
much farther we had to go, and told Binkley to keep a 
colorful log of our experiences. 

"We don't want to forget where weVe been and the 
times we've skizzled the Nips. We want to be able to tell 
the folks all about it when we get home," they said. 

Binkley promised to keep a log full of provocative de- 
tails, but when I looked at it from time to time it read just 
like any ship's log, full of stuff about the tides, number of 
knots, and what we had for chow, and that was about all. 

Some of us had developed tropical ulcers. They started 
with almost any abrasion. An insect bite or a scratch would 
do it. We found out later from the doctors in Australia 
that such sores were very prevalent in that part of the 
world and no one had ever found a satisfactory cure for 
them. 

Binkley went out to the boat to get the chart and came 
back stumbling, and splashing, with the chart held high 
over his head to keep it dry. We spread it out and made 
a circle around it. Wolslegel suggested, as he usually did, 
that we head south and keep going without a stop until 
we reached our destination. He was the restless one of our 
party. We asked him if he had 4 date in Australia, but he 
merely said, "Fm tired of fooling around." Maybe his tropi- 
cal ulcers had something to do with it. He had them worse 
than anyone else. 

Most of the others found themselves wishing we didn't 
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have to go through all of the things we were going through. 
It was too bad we couldn't pause here and there to savor 
the trip. 

By that time a sense of adventure had pervaded our con- 
sciousness. We knew that probably never again in our 
lives would we live quite as fully, be quite as self-sufficient, 
or be quite as independent of the things we call civilization. 
We were eighteen men alone in a vast and lonesome world. 
But that world was intensely interesting. None of us knew 
quite how to express it. 

We all felt that some power, stronger than circumstance, 
had been looking out for us. It wasn't possible that so many 
coincidences could have been luck and luck alone. We 
remembered how the Quail had survived those last days 
of continuous bombing lying there immobile, with dead 
boilers and no oil. Why the Japs hadn't sunk her and why 
they hadn't even so much as scratched one of our men 
was a mystery to us. But we did know that except for the 
Qzml being afloat that last night in Corregidor we would 
have all been trapped there too. 

Then, too, if it hadn't been for that mine-sweeping job, 
we wouldn't have had the boats scattered and loaded with 
Diesel oil. That last night the Commandant had wanted us to 
stay in the tunnel and rest, but most of the men had chosen 
to sleep on the ship. And it was while we were all out 
there, out on the ship working, instead of resting in the 
tunnel, that the Japs had chosen an hour out of all the 
hours to make their final attack. Afterward we had been 
sent to work in the one fort that didn't surrender when 
the others did. There was no real reason why we should 
have lived through that job of scuttling the Quail. It was 
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impossible that we had. Anyone could see that it was sure 
death. Escaping through those Jap picket boats seemed 
much less to us somehow. The biggest miracle of all had 
been in getting away from Corregidor. It was almost as if 
when we had a problem or a situation to meet, we had only 
to open our minds and the right solution would flow in. 

We went back in our minds to the bombing of Cavite 
Navy Yard and lived it over again, and I foimd myself 
gassing away with the best of them. Some of the gang 
asked me how it had been for me at Cavite, and I told them. 
I wanted to see if it was straight in my mind and I asked 
them to keep tabs on me as I went along, to see that I had 
it right. 

At three o'clock in the morning of December 8 in Cavite 
— midmoming in Hawaii— the lights on the Qucnl had gone 
out. It was no ordinary practice blackout— even dock 
power to ships at the wharfs was cut off. Fans and blowers 
slowed dovm and stopped. The sudden silence woke me 
up. Still fuzzy with sleep, I rolled out, slipped on a pair of 
pants, and went down to the QumVs main deck to ask the 
gangway watch what was up. He was bending over a slip 
of paper, using a tiny pin point of a flashlight. 

Turning, he handed me the paper. It said in big capital 
letters: JAPAN HAS COMMENCED HOSTILITIES. 
GOVERN YOURSELF ACCORDINGLY. 

I said, "Call all hands." Some of the urgency must have 
jumped from that paper into my voice, for Wilson moved 
faster than he had ever done in all the time I had known 
him, and he had never been a slowpoke. 

There had been plenty of alerts before, and we thought 
we were letter perfect and smooth as silk in the drills we 
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had had. But the real thing caught us in the final stages of 
what had been a hasty Navy Yard overhaul. It had been 
hasty because even the bootblacks in the Manila barber- 
shops knew a storm was blowing up and it was only a 
matter of when it would break. We had hoped we could 
slip out of the yard before it broke, but it had caught us 
with a week to go before the yard would call our overhaul 
job complete. We felt in our bones that Cavite was in for 
a pasting, and that old Spanish-built yard with its anti- 
quated buildings would bum like a pile of celluloid 
shavings. 

What could we do? First of all, we needed ammunition. 
We had only a little aboard. Having it aboard during the 
welding operations of a yard overhaul is a dangerous fire 
hazard, and the rest was stowed in the ammunition depot, 
some distance away. It would take time to get that ammu- 
nition, and we wanted it in a hurry: by daybreak— the most 
likely time for an air attack. We got it from the Finchy a 
sister ship, and stowed it away in record time. Parts of our 
engines were still in the shop and the next problem was 
how to get the ship away from a burning Cavite— if it 
burned. 

The Finch slipped away and left the Pigeon and the 
Qtcail sitting there. We didn't blame her. The Pigeon was 
under repairs too, and both of us were lame ducks, but the 
Finch had done all she could do for us before reporting for 
duty in the outer harbor. 

Dick Hawes was the skipper of the Pigeon and Dick 
never lacked ideas. We had one set of engines between the 
two of us but no rudders. That is, the Pigeon could use her 
engine if she absolutely had to, but neither of us had a 
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rudder. We decided that at the first warning of bombers 
we'd cut our lines loose from the dock and drift away 
to a safe distance, using Dick's engines and the tidal current 
to push us. 

The way it worked out we had better luck than that. 
We were given a whole day and a half of grace before the 
Nips struck. We could and did do a hell of a lot in the 
next forty-eight hours. But we kept our basic plan on tap in 
the back of our heads. 

The morning of December lo found us in better shape. 
The Filipino yard workmen had stuck to their posts with- 
out a break, not even leaving to find out whether or not 
their families were being taken care of. They had forgotten 
the eight-hour day. The workday now had twenty-four 
hours in it or more. In some cases the yard workmen 
dropped beside their lathes, out on their feet, from ex- 
haustion. We knew because we followed each nut and bolt, 
valve and piston, from one shop to the next. We saw work- 
men, both white and brown, seize a piece of material from 
one machine and run with it to another to save a vital 
second. 

A few hours later we were to see those same workmen 
piled high in great heaps in their machine shops— the dead 
killed by the first bombs piled high on trucks— while lying 
silent around them in strange twisted positions were other 
workmen who had been about to trundle out their stricken 
companions when the second wave of bombs struck them 
down, too. 

There were some bits of grim satisfaction in those hectic 
last hours of Cavite. Red tape went by the board. To our sur- 
prise, we found we could draw additional ammunition 
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without signing reams of papers and waiting for the neces- 
sary signatures. The same held true for suppUes and provi- 
sions of all sorts. We took advantage of it and it helped us 
hold on in the months to come. 

There were a number of other ships in the yard, but we 
were so engrossed in our own problems we were hardly 
conscious of them. We were still nested together with the 
Pigeon^ but now our engines were tuming over slowly 
alongside the dock in our final dock trial, which is the last 
thing a ship under repair undergoes before leaving a yard. 

By this time we had the use of our rudder, but the repairs 
on the Pigeon^s steering gear still hadn't been finished. The 
extra ammunition and supplies had been pouring aboard 
all morning, and Dick Hawes and I sat down to a midday 
snack of lunch with a feeling of relief. We had barely 
touched our chairs, however, when the general-alarm 
howler went off with a shriek. The warning howler always 
has an eerie sound, but from this time on and for many 
days to come it was to mean sheer terror. 

A man thinks of a thousand things while he is racing for 
his general quarters station. I know I did. I guess you work 
your fears out that way, for I have never seen a man shake 
while he was in action, but Fve seen plenty go into a 
jitter routine at the first blast of that deadly howler. 
When he is new at the game, and hears it for the first time, 
the blood drains from a man's face. 

And being new at the game means a long rime for most. 
Along about the twentieth action you either get a fatalistic 
attitude or crack up and can't take it any more. 

We raced for our stations that noon of December 10 
with our food untasted. We could see the Japs all right. 
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There were fifty-four coming over in neat, precise forma- 
tions with unmistakable red balls on their wings. Previously, 
I had heard our senior officers worrying more about their 
fear that we might fire on our own planes than about our 
not firing at the Japs, and I was dope enough to wonder 
for one fleeting instant whether or not we'd be given per- 
mission to fire. But there was no time to wonder. We Just 
fired, permission or not. With our guns all whanging away 
and under Taylor's control, my next thought was about 
moving the ship. I glanced over at Dick Hawes, but his 
guns were blazing away too, and it was impossible to shout 
to him or send him a message by signaling. There was too 
much noise and flame from our own guns right under our 
noses. 

We used a few arm motions on each other and got our 
ideas across— somehow he got his men to cut loose the 
Pigeon^s lines in the midst of all that confusion. We kept 
the lines between the Pigeon and the Quail so that the 
Pigeon could stay tied to us and take advantage of our rud- 
der control. Our engine was still turning over on its dock 
trial when I rang for "Full speed astern." I hoped the boys 
down below would know it was the real thing and not just 
a mistaken dock-trial signal. 

They probably thought I was nuts, but they gave me 
the benefit of the doubt and we got the hell out of there 
in nothing flat, with the Pigeon right along with us, helping 
us with her engine. As we rounded Machina wharf, the 
huge bulk of the tender Otis blanked off our fire for a few 
minutes and with our guns silent we could see we were 
going a little better. A gunboat— which one FU never know 
—was right across our path, trying to maneuver out of the 
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narrow channel. We dodged her by first backing our 
engine and then the Pigeon's, then giving both full speed 
ahead until we squeezed in between the gunboat and the 
OtiSy with inches to spare. 

In the meantime the Otis was starting to move away from 
her dock, which didn't help make our path an open seaway. ^ 
She was none too soon. A bomb opened up her stem. It 
was our first experience with a bomb close at hand, but we 
didn't have time to brood about it long, for another tore 
up the water just astern of us and spurred us on. 

Dick and I asked our engines for all they had. We wanted 
to reach the open water of Canacao Bay where we could do 
a little dodging and get our guns in position to go to town 
on the Japs. 

When we made it we split up. Then racing around in 
circles, we cut loose at the Jap planes. It would be swell if 
I could say that we put in some good licks on them that 
day. But we had a lot to leam about warfare. We had been 
proud of ourselves in our target practices before the war. 
We weren't proud now. All of our carefully worked-out 
systems of firing against planes didn't amount to a hill of 
beans. 

In the first place, the planes were too high. In the second 
place, there weren't just one or two planes coming at us. 
They came in droves— and from every direction. We con- 
centrated on a group and tracked them in, only to have 
them swerve off and go after another target. Meanwhile a 
group that hadn't been bothering us dropped racks of eggs 
on us. To top it all off, before the Japs were halfway 
through with us, we began to run short of ammunition. 
Later on we learned how to correct the mistakes we made 
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that day. We learned to play dumb as a fox and hold our 
fire until it counted. Before we were finished with them 
the Japs learned that even small mine sweepers could bite. 
But this time we were just duckpins set up in an alley for 
them. Target practices were all right, but war is a business 
and we had to learn the tricks of the trade the hard way 
' before we were any good at it. 

When three o'clock in the afternoon rolled around, the 
Nip planes finally shoved off and disappeared. They'd been 
at it for three hours, and the Cavite Navy Yard was a 
blazing wreck. The sudden cessation of firing left us limp. 
We slowed down our engines and started to head back 
toward the yard, wondering what was next. 

Our first thought was, we were homeless. Next of all we 
asked ourselves, "Where is the division commander?'' 

We were afraid to think what had happened to him as 
we had last seen him ashore in the yard. He turned up safe 
later, but for the moment we were bossless as well as 
homeless. 

The Whippoorwill came steaming by from seaward 
where she had been mine sweeping. And her skipper. Thug 
Ferriter, asked me by signal, "Shall I try to put out the 
fires in the yard? " 

The idea was preposterous. We could no more have 
doused those leaping flames than we could have extin- 
guished Vesuvius. But it snapped me out of our daze with 
a bang. For the first time the thought hit me, how about 
the subs and destroyers that were in the yard when we 
left? A quick glance told me they hadn't got out. I started 
to send a signal to Thug and Dick Hawes, but it was 
unnecessary. The same idea had hit them at the same time. 
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and they were already headed in. Thug was in the lead. 
His ship went in for the Ferry ^ one of our World War 
destroyers. She was badly hit and the dock alongside her 
was blazing. Thug had one hell of a time getting her out. 
The channel was filled with wreckage, and the Whip and 
the Ferry got so twisted and snarled together they looked 
like steel pretzels. 

The Ferry caught on fire. The lines Thug put aboard her 
burned almost as fast as he could send them over. Ammu- 
nition was exploding almost constantly, but somehow Thug 
got those fires out and snaked the Ferry away from the 
blazing dock. It was a miracle of seamanship and good 
organization by Thug and his crew. The Figeon was haul- 
ing out a sub and blocking our path so that we couldn't do 
anything for a few minutes, and we had a grandstand view 
of it. The Figeon had her difficulties, too. Over where she 
lay (Machina wharf), the torpedoes in the torpedo shop on 
the wharf were exploding. They were really something to 
put a kink in your spine. When one of them went off, 
whole sides of buildings sailed right over the Figeon like 
huge black birds. But in spite of everything, the Figeon 
got her sub out. That left the Bittern (one of our sister 
ships) and an ammunition lighter loaded with aviation tor- 
pedoes left behind at the dock where the sub had been. 

The Bittern was badly holed by shrapnel fragments but 
she was intact otherwise. Our choice lay between her and 
the lighter. I suppose the lighter was the more valuable as 
far as the war effort was concerned. Anyhow, with the aid 
of a motor launch and the more than brave Bittern crew, 
we managed to get both out before the torpedo shop blew 
up completely. 
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The Bittern was in bad shape. Even a landlubber could 
see she would be out of commission for a long time to 
come, so we took her crew on board the Quail. We kept a 
good many of them for the rest of the war, and they were 
a big help. As a matter of fact, three of our final eighteen 
wanderers were tx-Bittem men— Cucinello, Stringer, and 
Swisher. 

During the excitement of the bombing and bomb 
dodging, the Pigeon had somehow managed to rig Manila 
lines and tackles to her rudder. Later she repaired her rud- 
der herself, using only the facilities she had aboard. The 
Pigeon was the same type of ship as the rest of us but she 
had been fitted out years ago as a submarine rescue vessel 
instead of a mine sweeper, and the repair equipment she 
had on board was valuable to all of us later on. For one 
thing, she kept the PT and the Q boats going. The only 
trouble with the Pigeon was that she had no regular anti- 
aircraft guns; only machine guns. Being loaded down with 
submarine rescue devices, which were now useless since all 
but a few of our subs had departed the area long since, she 
had been thought too heavily loaded to carry guns. Dick 
remedied that. 

When we saw him next morning, he had two beautiful 
three-inch guns. They weren't mates, but he was as happy 
as a kid with a new Christmas horn. One had come from 
the Bittern and one from a sunken sub no one had been 
able to rescue. Dick had to lift her tail out of the water 
before he could get at that gun, but he got it. And that 
wasn't all. They left the all-important splinter-protection 
shields— heavy steel plates to protect the gun crews— off the 
Pigeon. Some of the ships had plates that were too thin- 
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the TanageTy for instance. Thin plates let shrapnel in and it 
whirls around and kills ten men when it should kill one. 

They had done right by the Quail as far as shields were 
concerned, and Dick wanted some too. Within three days 
he had dug down into the smoldering shambles and had 
dragged out the heavy plates necessary to outfit his ship 
and had welded them in place where they would do the 
most good. Before the war it had taken expert workmen 
to install our plates. Dick and his gang did their job in 
three days. 

Small ships like ours work from a base or a tender ship. 
When we lost the Cavite yard we were homeless and felt 
like waifs. I've seen pictures of bombed families picking 
forlornly around in the ruins of their homes after an air 
attack. That is what we did all during the month of De- 
cember. During the daytime we swept the channels through 
Manila Bay out past Corregidor to keep them clear for the 
few remaining subs and surface ships trying to escape from 
the area. But the nighttime was ours, and every chance we 
had we stole back to Cavite to poke in the ruins. When 
Cavite was first bombed the ammunition depot had caught 
fire. We expected to see it blow up during the night and 
kept a safe distance away from it. Through some freak of 
fate, the big fuel tanks were still intact also, though we ex- 
pected to see them go up, too. Then in the morning, when 
we found nothing had happened, we got hungry for that 
oil. We had had pitifully little of it in our tanks during 
our yard overhaul and we wanted to fill up desperately. 
Just before dawn we eased the Qiml alongside the oil 
dock and tied her up heading out, ready to break away in 
a hurry, in case of still another bombing. 
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Morning brought no Jap planes, but we discovered that 
all the fuel-depot workmen had been evacuated. We merely 
broke the locks on the valves and ran down the oil our- 
selves. While we were filling our thirsty tanks we spied 
some Diesel oil in drums, and we rolled nearly sixty drums 
of it down and emptied it into our Diesel tanks. We carried 
a few more drums on deck and dropped them off later at 
Mariveles on Bataan. They were mighty important to us 
later on. Part of that oil helped carry us on our way to 
Australia, 

Taylor cast a speculative eye on the ammunition depot 
while the engineers were busy fueling. We needed ammu- 
nition, too. The fires seemed to be only eating away the 
sides and the roof of the depot. The main portion of the 
place was made of stone blocks laid by the Spaniards many 
years ago. Still, an ammunition-depot fire is nothing to be 
casual about. Taylor stood and looked at it for a long 
time. Finally he turned to me and said, "Fve got to do it." 

I knew what he meant and let him go, sending a handful 
of men to help him. Maybe I shouldn't have, but if youVe 
ever had a Jap bomber drop eggs on you while you gritted 
your teeth helplessly because you knew you had only a 
few rounds of ammunition left, you'll know how badly we 
wanted that ammunition. 

In an hour or so Taylor came back wearing a broad grin 
and bringing with him a boatload of ammunition of every 
sort we needed. He'd walked calmly through a small fire 
and broken down the doors of the compartment to get at 
the ammunition, but he got it, which was the important 
thing. He'd also made another discovery. The fires were 
not serious so far as the ammunition itself was concerned. 
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The old Spanish masonry had been equal to modem 
bombs, and the fires had attacked only the framework on 
the outside of the walls. That meant we could get more 
ammunition and other ships could get more, too. 

The Japs apparently didn't want to hit the oil tanks— 
probably thinking they'd get the oil themselves later. But 
we took care of that. All through the month of December 
we kept our tanks chock-a-block full of fuel. 

In the depot there were stored some old naval three-inch 
broadside guns. As far as the Navy was concerned they 
were obsolete, but they looked as if they could still make 
growling noises in their throats, so the Pigeon carried them 
out to Mariveles. 

Once we got them there, a couple of bright young Army 
officers spotted them, saw their possibilities as antitank 
guns, and mounted them on ordinary Army trucks. They 
could be trained and elevated, which meant they could be 
pointed like rifles, whereas ordinary Army fieldpieces 
cannot. Anyway, they did the trick. They broke the back- 
bone of the Jap tank assaults in late January— months before 
Rommel used similar guns in Africa. 

The Houston had left Manila before the war actually 
broke out. When she left, she left behind an obsolete and 
discarded i.i -antiaircraft machine-gun mount. The Quail 
and the Pigeon both cast covetous eyes on it. It was too 
large for us to mount, and it finally went out to Corregidor, 
where the Army mounted it on the top of Malinta Hill. 
Old or not, it did a grand job there, and more than once 
chased away Nip dive bombers who were making it hot 
for the ships. 

The Japs had a healthy respect for that old mount, and 



Digitized by GOuSle 



Originai from 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORWIA 



Through the Indies 



20S 



it kept them from making effective dive-bombing attacks 
on tlie troops on G)rregidor until late in April when they 
had knocked it out. 

Manila and most of the island of Luzon were falling in 
December, and we were working against time to get as 
much useful material as possible out of Cavite and Manila 
and ferry it to Corregidor and Bataan. The crews of our 
small ships worked night and day during December. Deep 
down inside of us we had a good hunch as to what the 
future would bring, and when we passed Corregidor in our 
mine sweeping we eyed it and speculated on its strength 
and weaknesses. 

Now it was late spring, and Corregidor and Cavite were 
around a comer of the past. We weren't in the middle of 
violent action any more but we were finding out that 
compared to constant wondering what the next minute 
would bring us and living in suspense, violent action was 
easier to take. Neck-deep in a battle, you move and act in- 
stinctively and don't have time to think and use your 
imagination. At least in a battle you could see and hear 
what you were up against and danger wasn't something un- 
known waiting to jump at you from behind the next coral 
island or clump of trees along the shore. 
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Now WE were gathered around that chart on a tiny spit-kit 
of an island somewhere in the enormous area of the south 
Pacific. As Taylor put it, with simple eloquence, "Freedom 
is only a word until you have been close to losing it/' 
Being free is like being immortal. And that's the way we 
felt. 

We laid out our next hop to take advantage of the 
twenty-five-mile-wide shoal bank, extending down the 
coast of New Guinea. We planned to cross the Dampier 
Strait at night when there was no moon, for it was a well- 
frequented highway for Jap ships. We crossed it on the 
night of May 23. 

Haley called me at four o'clock for my watch. It was 
very dark and cloudy. He said he thought we were making 
better time than we had counted on and were already 
opposite the wide gulf we'd expected to reach later that 
morning. 

The island's mainland looked very strange indeed. 

Everything was hazy and indistinct. The sun came up that 

morning red and bloody. Over to the eastward we could 
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see the high mountains of New Guinea with an evil-looking 
overcast hanging around them. The whole coast had a for- 
bidding aspect; the wind seemed as if it were blowing down 
from those mountains directly toward us. New Guinea, 
which is almost a continent in itself, is the place where 
all the weather in that area originated, bom out of the air 
currents traveling up and down those peaks. 

As soon as it became light enough, Binkley and I tried 
to establish our position. There seemed to be many more 
semisubmerged islands than the chart showed. The place 
was a navigator*s nightmare. In all of that day*s trip we 
hadn't sighted so much as a canoe. Finally toward late after- 
noon we spotted Pisang Island ahead of us. We had planned 
to stop there but, pushed along with the current, we were 
so far ahead of schedule we took advant^e of the on- 
coming night to travel. 

That night as we left Pisang, inky cloud banks rolled 
over us and the night was dark with gusty winds. Except 
for the increased roll and pitch, the hours were uneventful. 
When Taylor woke me to take my watch, the light in the 
hooded compass was very dim. I hoped it was a ground or 
a short in the wiring circuit, but I think I knew, even while 
I was hoping, that the battery was running down. I called 
Watkins, our electrician, and told him to give it the 
business. 

He checked on all of the wiring and found the battery 
wasn't recharging. It meant an overhaul job at our next 
stop, but I knew if we stopped we wouldn't be able to start 
again. The engine had a generator attached to it, and Rich- 
ardson and Watkins kept their fingers crossed and tried to 
get it to charge the battery. 
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"If it builds up, we'll be all right," they said, but they 
didn't say it with conviction in their voices. In the bleak 
and cold dawn, Binkley and I looked over to the islands 
ahead of us. We could just make them out. The more we 
looked the less they looked like the islands we expected to 
be headed for. This upset Binkley no end. He was sure that 
somehow we were a hundred miles farther along than we 
had thought, and were down by the Banda Island group. 
He was always worried about it if we weren't just where 
he thought we should be, because he dreaded having to 
explain our error to the boys. 

"Let's figure it out logically," I said to him. "What we 
see over there looks like three islands. And one looks to be 
behind the other two. Let's look at the chart and see if 
there's a place with three islands grouped like that." 

They checked perfectly. 

Rubbing his hands gleefully Binkley announced to the 
crew, "I've got good news for you. We've been picked 
up by a favorable current and made twice our normal 
speed." 

Everybody brightened up except Watkins, Richardson, 
and I. We had a dead battery on our hands the rest of them 
didn't know about. 

By this time we had passed the Watubella group. Around 
eleven o'clock we arrived at Teoor, a good-sized native set- 
tlement. I had hoped to find a more sparsely inhabited 
island, but as we drew near and examined it with our glasses 
Steele said he spotted radio poles and antennae. We knew 
that these natives at best would be no better than neutral, 
and the thought that they might be able to send off a mes- 
sage about us made us turn north and head for a smaller 
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island nine miles to the north. It was a low, flat, wave- 
battered bump of land. We figured it would be uninhabited, 
and it was. 

"Guns, you take her in and anchor her,'' I said. 

It was a rocky outcropping in the water with no beach, 
and since there was no beach we had to make a different 
kind of landing. Just offshore there were big boulders and 
beyond them deep water for fifty or sixty feet. We 
anchored from the stem, took a line over a rock, and tied 
ourselves up, leaving about six inches between the boulder 
and the boat to keep it from rubbing. Between the boulder 
and the beach were steppingstones of smaller boulders, but 
they were too far apart for us to jump from one to another 
of them and we had to wade, stepping on submerged coral- 
encrusted rocks. We tried it first barefooted, but it slashed 
and cut our feet and we gave it up. Before trying it again 
we went back to the boat and put our shoes on. 

When all was secure Taylor told the engineer to stop 
the engine. No sooner had he done so than he made a 
frantic effort to pull the words back out of the air. He 
yelled, *'No, wait." But it was too late. "I ivould be the 
damn fool that would gum the works," he moaned. 

Richardson and I glanced at each other with only one 
thought between us. I made a motion to him with my thumb 
to push the starter button. He did. He pushed it once, 
twice, a third time. Nothing happened. Then he tore into 
the engine like a madman to see if he could find the trouble 
and get it started before it cooled. 

Clarke and Newquist had taken a line over to the beach. 
They were sitting there half immersed in water, waiting 
for orders, but none came. 
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The horror of the thing gradually dawned on the rest of 
the crew. They crowded around Richardson, offering 
advice. 

Meanwhile Richardson was going into the crankcase 
like a frantic mole, to get at the flywheel. There was no 
crank or manual means of starting the engine, but when he 
got it ripped apart enough to get a rope around the fly- 
wheel, so much of the engine had been removed it wouldn't 
have started anyhow. 

The crew spouted optimism which they didn't feel but 
which they hoped would pep Richardson up. They said to 
him, "Boy, you just tell us what to do. Anything you want 
done we'll do it." 

"That's fine," Richardson said, "that's just wonderful. 
The only trouble is I don't know what to do myself." 

Taylor's only thought was to call himself all the blister- 
ing names he could think of. Watkins and Richardson 
were taking it hard. The engine, they felt, was their re- 
sponsibility. It didn't make Richardson feel any better that 
only a couple of hours before I had said, "When we get 
to Australia we ought to build a monument for this guy 
Richardson." 

But the others who knew nothing about engines refused 
to be downcast. 

I had already put the engine out of my mind. I was 
positive that it would never run again. It might nm for 
somebody else— not us. 

The rest of the crew were accepting sail only as a last 
resort. 

"I guess it's up to us," I said to Haley. 

We were the only two who understood sail. Neither of 
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us liked the prospect very much. Our sail was clurtisy. 
WeM never be able to beat up against the wind. Further- 
more, the wind shifted around to the south southeast and 
began to blow in on us, and we were in danger of being 
blown up on the rocks. I called Newquist and Clarke back 
from the beach, told Haley to get busy on the rigging and 
step the mast, while I brought out the chart to see where 
we could go with sail. From the direction of the wind and 
taking into consideration our clumsy sailing rig I figured 
the very best we could do would be to reach Portuguese 
Timor, which was a dismal prospect because we knew the 
Japs had taken over that place. Our only alternative was 
to sail until we reached some small island and lay up there 
until we got a favorable wind. For all we knew, it might 
never shift. Our abundant supply of food didn't seem so 
abundant now. 

By this time Richardson had got the crankcase back to- 
gether again and the flywheel covered up. Wrapping a 
rope around a small coupling on the propeller shaft inside 
of the boat, he tied the other end of the line to a sturdy 
pole. Now following his directions, six or eight of the men 
took hold of the pole and tried to lift upward with it and 
spin the engine. This didn't work at all. The place around 
which the rope was wrapped was so small the woven hemp 
just slipped off, so Richardson sat down to think up a new 
one. It was getting on into the afternoon, and the wind the 
weather brought us was terrible. 

Steele spoke up and said, "I see something coming and 
I don't like it." 

Looking at the horizon to the northwest we saw the 
heads of about twenty men coming over the ocean's rim. 
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We watched them spellbound. Presently we saw the boat. 
It was a large war canoe. We had seen boats like it in the 
movies, but had never expected to see anything like it out- 
side of a double feature. When they came closer we could 
see black faces painted with white streaks and bones stuck 
through the cartilage of their noses. In the rear of the boat, 
bending back and forth like the coxswain in a racing shell, 
was a much smaller man who might easily be a Jap, and 
this might be a local Jap patrol boat, manned by natives. 

The boys all got down behind the mast barricade again 
with their guns pointed through loopholes. Head said, "Let 
me handle this. Captain. I'll talk 'em out of it somehow." 

I wondered how he was going to talk them out of it if 
the little cox was a Jap. 

Crouching behind the barricade, Cucinello had an idea. 
"If Head can talk 'em into coming alongside we can jump 
up and grab the Jap.'' 

Each native had a spear laid across the canoe in front of 
him. We didn't know what the little guy in the stern had 
on his hip or under his armpit. 

"O.K.," I said, "we'll let Head be decoy and you boys 
stand by ready to hop." 

Head jumped up and made motions, beckoning them 
over to us. The coxswain gave an order, and they all stopped 
paddling. The boat drifted broadside to us and we saw then 
that the man in the stern was merely a shorter, stockier 
native, so I said to Head, "We don't want them now. Tell 
them to go home." 

It was too late. They were already alongside. 

The men stuck their heads up and gaped at these can- 
nibals, and they gaped back at us. I told Swisher to try out 



Digitized by GOuSle 



Originai from 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORWIA 



Engine Trouble 



21) 



his Dutch on them, but they couldn't understand a word. 
Head went to work with his international sign language to 
find out if there was any way of charging the battery in 
the town we had just skipped. He showed them the battery 
and pointed to Teoor. All they did was to shake their heads. 
Head changed his gestures. 

"I am trying to get them to take me over to Teoor/' he 
said. *'If there's a radio station there, they must have some 
way of charging a battery." 

"If you get into that boat with those head-hunters, you 
may never come back," I warned him. 

He said it was our only chance. "All right," I told him, 
"but take Swisher with you and both of you take pistols 
and plenty of ammunition and don't let them sneak up be- 
hind you." 

Head got into the stem of the war canoe and Swisher 
got into the bow so that they faced each other. The little 
coxswain started a chant with a regular cadence and the 
rowers all chanted back. Pretty soon they were out of sight. 
We felt pretty low about seeing them go. If we did have 
to fall back on sails we'd never be able to beat our way over 
to Teoor to pick them up. And they'd have to stay there. 

It was getting dark and we turned in, feeling that after 
a rest we'd be better able to cope with things. Somebody 
got the bright idea of making cigarettes out of coffee, and 
the smokers among us tried it. It stank like low-grade 
opium. It was bitter and bit the tongue. You couldn't take 
it out of your mouth to complain about how terrible it was 
or it would go out. We wrapped it in strips of paper and 
smoked on it with the paper tubes tilted upward to our 
noses so that the coffee grains wouldn't roll out. It gave you 
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an unhappy feeling in the guts, like the cigar you "bor- 
rowed" from your Uncle Joe and tried out behind the bam 
when you were a tadpole. But it had one benefit: none of 
us wanted to smoke anything for the next twenty-four 
hours. 

At daybreak Richardson had a new idea: "If you deck 
hands can get this boat close enough to the beach, maybe 
I can get a line wrapped around the propeller and twist her 
tail that way. But you'll have to get us up in shallow water, 
no more than waist-high, so we can puU.^' 

This particular cove had no sandy beach or bottom and 
was rocky and uneven underfoot. The keel started pound- 
ing the rocks and she banged the strut support running from 
her bottom to the rudder. With one man holding the stem 
Just over a hole in the rocks, the rest of us got out into the 
water. Richardson put the middle of a long rope around 
the middle of the propeller, wrapping it cleverly so that 
the men pulling from both sides would spin it in the same 
way. In our opinion only a genius could have figured that 
out, so his stock went up again. We all got ready to pull. 
There were seven men on each end of the line. I stood be- 
hind the propeller and tried to twist it like a crank. I gave 
them a "Heave ho!" grabbed the propeller and gave it a 
turn, but the men on the lines slipped and fell in a chok- 
ing, spluttering huddle into the water. A second and third 
attempt ended the same way. They couldn^t get a foot- 
hold on the bottom. Richardson came over to help me turn 
the prop, but we couldn't budge it enough to count. It was 
in gear and if it had started we'd probably have been minus 
a hand or two. 

Silently we got back into the boat and sat around and 
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looked at each other. We ate breakfast without having 
much relish for it and afterward saw a sailing banca bear- 
ing down on us from Teoor. I figured it was Head and 
Swisher coming back, or perhaps a messenger sent out to 
tell us that they had been thrown into the pot and fricasseed 
with dumplings. 

Binkley started fumbling with the line and the coupling 
on the shaft. 

"That won't work," Richardson said. "You're wasting 
your time." 

Presently Weinmann got interested and went over to 
help Binkley. They were placing flat sticks torn from a 
packing case of sardines around the coupling, much as a 
first-aider puts splints on an arm, trying to build it up and 
provide a laiger friction area. They gave it a try and when 
the strain came it didn't slip. It was solid. The rest of us 
crowded around now. We got out the hoisting pole with 
four men on each end of it. When they lifted, the engine 
turned over twice. Nothing happened, and some of the 
boys were discouraged, but I told them, "If you can turn 
over a Diesel at all, you'll warm it up by its own com- 
pression." 

On the third spin it took off with a roar. It was the 
sweetest sound I had ever heard, bar none, and it was just 
in time. The wind had been piling it on during the night 
and we were rolling and pitching heavily. Just as we got 
the engine started. Head and Swisher arrived in the banca. 
They climbed aboard and began to tell their story. 

"Save it," we said. "We'll hear it later. We've got to get 
away from these rocks, but fast!" 

We lifted our anchor and got out of there. When we 
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reached the lee of Teoor, Head and Swisher got their 
chance to spill their yarn. They had almost become sea- 
sick in the war canoe, and the chanting business had got 
on their nerves. It was a long trip, but when they got there 
after dark they found one native who knew about five 
words of English and no Dutch. The radio antennae we 
had seen were the masts of a wrecked ship which the natives 
were using as flagpoles. No Japs had been there for three 
weeks. The natives were indifferent, but had said they 
would be willing to trade fruit and corn for anything we 
had and there was excellent water. 

So we went on over and beached near the village. At 
nightfall we got under way again and tried to work our 
way against the wind so that if we had to run to port we'd 
have more room in which to run. 

About three o'clock that night I woke up to find the bow 
riding up on top of the big waves and crashing down on 
them with a bang. I could feel the boards shudder with each 
crack. We kept on pounding along until about eight 
o'clock in the morning, we got in behind Keoor, a larger 
island than Teoor. In the lee of the island the sea flattened 
out. We approached the beach, casting a speculative eye on 
the native luggers anchored there. They were high in the 
bow and the stern and built like the boats used in the Mid- 
dle Ages. 

White flags went up along the beach and on the largest 
lugger, but as we coasted on down, looking for a channel 
into shore, the white flag on the lugger was hauled down 
and a Jap flag was hoisted. Looking through the glasses we 
could see that the men on her deck were all natives, and we 
figured there was a Jap captain hiding down below some- 
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where. The men brought out the guns, and keeping our 
barricaded side toward the lugger we eased in toward it. 
The Jap flag came down then, and we realized her crew was 
trying out all the flags they had, to make sure they showed 
the right one. Having run out of flags, they abandoned the 
lugger in a panic and rowed ashore, so we went on in. 
Head, Swisher, and Meeker went ashore to spy out the 
land. They talked to the natives and yelled back it was all 
right. Meeker came back to start our morning chow, and 
some of the men talked to the local schoolteacher, who had 
a school map of the area, and brought him over to me. 

"The teacher can give us valuable information," they 
said. 

My first question to him was, "What do you know about 
the Japs?" 

He said he had a small receiver set run by batteries and 
had heard all the news on his radio and knew just where 
the Japs were. "Now they have all of New Guinea, all of 
the Solomon Islands, all of New Zealand, and all of Tas- 
mania. They are fighting in southern Australia." 

We made him verify it on his schoolbook map. He 
showed us where he thought the fighting was down by 
Melbourne. 

"What language did you hear all of this news broadcast 
in?" we asked. 

"Malay and English." 

We knew that what he had heard was probably Japanese 
propaganda, but even though we told ourselves it was all 
a pack of lies it planted a worrisome seed of doubt as to 
what we would find when we arrived in Australia. 

As I glanced at his map I noticed with horror a pencil 
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line running down from Corregidor and the Philippines 
right along the route we had taken, through the spot where 
we were now, and continuing on the route we intended 
to take. While our boys thought they were getting valuable 
information out of the schoolteacher he'd got enough out 
of them to stop our clocks. 

I took the map, erased the pencil line, and told the gang 
to call off the morning meal and get into the boat. 

"Now that weVe given this monkey our telephone num- 
ber and address, we've got to get going, sea or no sea," I 
told them. They were subdued and ashamed, and my anger 
gradually died away. 

I could see whitecaps in the distance, and when we got 
past the point the wind came tearing at us, the waves 
bounced us around, and green ones came pouring over. 

All afternoon we smashed our way through heavy seas 
until we reached an area of quiet water. A belt of coral 
heads barred us from the beach and we anchored about five 
hundred yards offshore to spend the night. 

Richardson said he wanted to renew the stem tube bear- 
ing. It was made of hard rubber, but he had picked up a 
piece of lignum-vitae driftwood in the Jeff family group 
and had whittled out a new bearing for us in his spare time. 
We didn't question his decision, and, the decision made, it 
was up to Haley and me, as ship handlers, to get the boat 
up on a beach where the engineers could work on the pro- 
peller bearings. But first of all we had to wait out the dirty 
weather. 

Morning brought a slight slackening of the wind and by 
noon we were ready to go. The sea was not too good but 
at least we could head directly into it. I struck up a song. 



Digitized by GOuSle 



Originai from 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORWIA 



Engine Trouble 



2ip 



and as bad as my singing was it had one virtue. You had to 
be a foot or two away from me to hear it. The howl of the 
wind and the throb of the engine took care of that. Oc- 
casionally some of the others joined in with me. Fm not 
religious and had no idea of being pious, but the first thing 
I sang was Omvardy Christian Soldiers. Afterward I gave 
out with Marching Through Georgia, Raw, Row, Roiv • 
Your Boat and Hail, Hail, the Ganges All Here. I think 
that subconsciously I chose the songs that had the right 
rhythm for keeping time to the tiller swaying back and 
forth. Thereafter whenever the sea got nasty I tried to 
shout it down with off-key harmony. 

What we saw when we drew near Taam was puzzling 
at first and then incredible. Time rolled back to the cru- 
sades, and a Mohammedan world with glistening mosques, 
minarets, and towers came over the horizon. Next the 
purple and maroon sails of dozens of good-sized vessels ap- 
peared. They had high, decked-over bows and sterns which 
went much further back in naval design than even the 
luggers we had just seen. Next the town itself swam up 
into view and, last of all, the people, wearing colorful cos- 
tumes and the fez of the true believer. When we landed, 
contact close at hand with the inhabitants shattered our 
preconceived notions. They were noisy, diseased, and quar- 
relsome. They came out in small boats in droves, trying to 
poke their long-beaked noses into our business. 

We let one or two of the leaders come aboard. They 
made motions like a salaam, bringing their hands down in 
front of their faces. We salaamed right back at them, but 
soon found out what they were doing wasn't a salaam at all. 
They were motioning us to go away. They pointed down 
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at the boat, then off in the distance, and kept saying "Lon- 
geur/' the name of a near-by island. But we were bent on 
fixing our bearing and ignored their invitation to leave. We 
explained to them in sign language we needed to fix the 
propeller and were going to take the boat into the beach, 
indicating we planned to do it tomorrow when the sun 
came up. 

We had our dinner and tumed in, sleeping with our guns 
at our sides to make sure they didn't sneak back on us and 
steal fillings from our teeth. 

At nine o'clock that night the lookout reported a couple 
of boats coming out. In the boats were three or four old 
men, wearing flowing white beards and green fezes. We 
took them aboard and entertained them as best we could. 
The elders started a harangue about how elegant it would 
be if we'd scram out of there, and again we tried to ex- 
plain to them that we had to beach the boat and fix it first. 
They pointed at the moon and jabbered. We didn't get it 
right away, but gradually they put over the idea they were 
referring to the effect of the moon on the tide. Meanwhile 
they discovered that Head was a doctor and made motions 
with their hands to indicate pains in their stomachs. Head 
gave them some cough medicine with a strong dash of co- 
deine in it, hoping to put them to sleep. 

He explained to us what he was doing, and we sat there 
waiting for them to drop off so we could go to sleep our- 
selves, but apparently they were immune. The only effect 
the stuff had upon them was to make them ask for quan- 
tities of it to take ashore for their friends. 

About eleven o'clock their motions became even more 
violent, and it was apparent they wanted us to get in 
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through the channel while we had high water and get the 
job over with rather than wait for high tide the next day. 

We made it plain to them if they wanted us to go in the 
night they'd have to provide a pilot for us. It was quite a 
feat to get it over to them. But by this time Head had 
worked up an almost miraculous system of gestures and 
motions to take the place of words. He Jerked his head vio- 
lently up and down for "Yes/* using the motion either as 
a question or a statement, and did the same thing for "No/' 
by shaking his chin from side to side until I thought he'd 
shake it loose from its moorings. He'd point at a place or 
thing and express eagerness to be there or to leave it be- 
hind: he'd register joy or anger or disgust with super- 
charged pantomime, and before he'd been at it long he had 
the person he was trying to sell thoughts to doing the same 
thing. It was tedious and it took patience and perseverance, 
but he stuck at it. I still can't believe he came up with 
some of the information he came up with, or put the 
thoughts in his own mind into the minds of others that I 
saw him do, but by God he did it, and that was all we 
cared about. He would have been hot stuff in the early days 
of the silent movies when you couldn't mug and overact 
too much for the audience. 

They supplied a pilot, but we didn't trust him too much 
and took soundings ourselves all along the way in with 
poles. 

Apparently nobody in the town ever slept. They came 
crowding around us impertinent, curious, and noisy. One 
of them, apparently a Mohammedan priest, insisted that 
Head and myself sleep in his home. Taylor escaped because 
he had dozed off while we were entertaining them. 
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The priest's home was close to the beach, and we made 
arrangements with our lookouts to come in and check on 
us every once in a while to see if our throats were cut. 

We tried to sleep on a straw mat, but they didn't let us 
sleep very much. The room was full of wild-eyed gents, 
talking at the top of their voices. They must have called in 
all the green-fez men on the island and they paraded around 
us while we lay there, explaining how the green-fez wearers 
had made the trip to Mecca, using words like Java, Singa- 
pore, and Mecca to put over the idea of a long journey. 
After the green-fezes went away, Taylor and I got about 
an hour's sleep. 

We woke up about four o'clock in the morning to find 
the boys in the boat in a turmoil. 

"For God's sake, Captain, can't we get away from these 
A-rabs?" they begged. 

We found out that the boys out in the boat hadn't slept 
a wink. The swarms of townspeople climbing aboard to 
peer into the sugar can or the earthenware rice crock al- 
most drove Meeker nuts. They picked up every article on 
the boat, and had to be watched like hawks to keep them 
from stripping us bare. About every half-hour Meeker 
would rush along the deck, swinging a meat cleaver in big 
circles to shoo them away. 

By this time we were as anxious to go as the Arabs were 
to have us leave, so we got out in the waist-deep water and 
replaced the bearing. We finished the Job about five o'clock 
but had to wait for the next high water at eleven. Meeker 
was too upset to produce any breakfast. We couldn't even 
have light snacks, for no sooner did we pick up a banana 
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than three long noses would be closer to the banana than 
ours. 

Long before high water, we started pushing the boat 
along the bottom, trying to get as far away from the place 
as possible. As we left they went into paroxysms of delight, 
laughing, howling, waving their arms, and Jumping up and 
down like whirling dervishes. Just for the hell of it we pre- 
tended we were coming back, and their faces dropped a 
mile. 

Dutchmen we met later told us that the place was the 
religious center for all Mohammedans in that part of the 
world, including the Moros back in the Philippines. They 
also told us that if we had been a smaller outfit and hadn't 
been heavily armed our precautions about throat cutting 
would have been necessary. 
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The gale had still not howled itself out, but if we started 
direct for Australia and ran with the wind we'd miss the 
continent entirely and never be able to make a landfall. We 
wanted to cover as much distance to eastward as possible 
while we still had the shelter of the Dutch East Indies and 
we figured that by quartering across the troughs of the 
waves instead of riding straight over them we could Just 
about make it. So we headed as much into the wind as we 
possibly could. As soon as we got outside of the shelter of 
the island of Taam, the weather was blustery and the seas 
ran high. 

This was our worst night at sea. Things went fairly well 
until six o'clock. Dark clouds had been piling up in the 
east for several hours and at six they slapped us in the face 
with blinding rain. The wind kept shifting from southeast 
to the northeast and then back to southeast again. Try as 
he would, Taylor couldn't keep the boat from batting hell 
out of its bottom on the waves. Cross-waves hit us and 
rolled big green ones over the engine cockpit, but by slow- 
ing down the engine and being careful with the tiller we 
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managed to keep the boat from pounding her brains out. 

After my watch was ended I held onto it instead of call- 
ing Haley to do his trick. It was impossible to see anything 
with the wind ripping the crests off the high rollers and 
throwing them into our faces. The rain came in squalls last- 
ing about fifteen minutes each and while it lasted it was like 
standing in a shower bath— not a shower in a private home 
with a modest little spray squirting through the few holes 
left unrusted, but a locker-room type of shower from 
which the jets burst in almost solid water. During the rain 
squalls the waves smoothed out and up would go our hopes 
for calmer weather, but after the squalls the wind howled 
again and the waves built up, higher and higher, until we 
were taking green ones aboard with a thud and the crew 
went back to their bailing. 

It kept up without letup until around ten o'clock, when 
Fd had enough of trying to buck it alone and called Haley. 
I stayed with him on the tiller and we changed our course 
to the northeast, intending to run into the lee of Longeur 
even if we didn't land there. The boys were bending over, 
scooping up water in their bailing tins, slinging it overside, 
then bending again for more. The bilges were gurgling and 
the green ones were leaking through the decking, but I 
managed to find a spot where we could examine the chart 
by flashlight without having it soaked and checked off the 
distance we'd made since Taam. We'd gone too far along 
to make Longeur, so there was nothing for it but to run 
with the sea and lose all of that valuable distance to east- 
ward we'd been piling up for the last week. I set a course 
for the northernmost island of the Tanimbar group and 
went back to give Haley the new course. 
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I was simply and honestly scared out of my wits. I had 
been scared ever since we left Taam. Once when I had been 
stationed in Panama I had had a boat sink under me in 
waves just like the ones we were playing leapfrog with, and 
every time a green one came aboard I lived through that 
Panama affair all over again. The Panama boat I had been 
on was a submarine wherry. I was supposed to go ashore in 
it with another man and blow up an Army observation post 
Xvith phony dynamite during a war game. We came up to 
the beach just as the tide changed and a big roller hit us. 
The wave didn't go over our heads but I could feel it break 
over the boat, and the boat was gone. I was sitting there 
rowing when all of a sudden right in the middle of bringing 
my oars against my chest I wasn't sitting in a boat any more 
and the oars were rapping me on the chin. The next mo- 
ment we were swimming. 

Now Haley and I discussed how we'd get our bow 
around •through the trough and complete the swing to get 
the wind and the waves on our stem. Haley figured that 
trying to do it would finish us. 

"I'm game to try it," he said, *'but we'll never make it— 
never in this world." 

I didn't like the emphasis he gave the word "this." The 
crew didn't know anything about small boats. Haley and 
I were the only ones who knew what the sea could do when 
it had the bit in its teeth. The men back in the engine pit 
were wide open to the elements and every wave that went 
over us filled their nostrils and throats, strangling them. We 
were lucky we had a Diesel. No gas motor could have stood 
that perpetual ducking. A gas job would have shorted and 
sputtered and quit, leaving us to be tossed around from 
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wave to wave like a football in a game of keep-away. But 
our Diesel ran just as well under water as above. The com- 
pass light had been grounded out and we had to use a flash- 
light to see it from time to time. 

We stood there waiting for a low one in which we could 
turn. Meantime we cursed the cross-chop waves. You don't 
notice cross waves unless you're in a small boat. A small 
boat like ours could go up one wave and down another as 
long as there were steady, even swells. Even when the long 
ones break you can give them the slip by nudging your 
tiller at the right moment and not taking them head on. If 
you did the trick correctly the boat rolled right over the 
white-maned ones like a rocking chair on a slight bias. But 
while we were doing that the cross-chops hit us with nasty, 
jarring slap-slaps that came aboard even when they weren't 
big enough to rate coming aboard. 

Haley and I picked out a good one, swung her hard over, 
and then we were in the trough between hills of black glass 
cradling us for the kill. We speeded up the engine; she an- 
swered the tiller like a lady and we were still afloat. But 
we weren't out of the woods yet. We had both heard about 
waves catching up with you from behind and rolling over 
you from stem to bow and we waited for that to happen, 
but gradually it dawned on us that it wasn't going to hap- 
pen to us. Whether there was something special about the 
way our stern was built or whether the whole thing was 
just an old salt's tale based on sound, fury, and grog we 
never knew. We didn't care, so long as it wasn't true in 
our case. 

We weren't taking any green ones now and the crew 
bailed all of the water out and went back to sleep. I made 
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up my mind that the next island we came to we*d hide be- 
hind for six months if need be, until the sea let up or the 
wind changed. Fd had a bellyful and Haley had, too. I 
looked down at the others sleeping there in a wet, tired, 
unconcerned pile, and envied them. As long as the boat 
floated that was all they cared about. They were spared the 
wear and tear of knowing what could happen, with a mis- 
take of a fraction of an inch in handling the tiller or hitting 
a wave a hand's breadth the wrong way. 

In the morning we saw the island of Moloe where we 
had expected to see it. As soon as we got in the lee of the 
island there was a remarkable change. It was as if we had 
passed through a curtain and on one side of that curtain a 
gale was howling and on the other side was a calm, peace- 
ful, tranquil tropical paradise where birds sang and butter- 
flies fluttered. It wasn't the first time we had gone through 
such a curtain, but once more it made the men feel that the 
gale had blown itself out. They never seemed to get it 
through their heads that a lee shore was merely a pocket of 
calm in a hurtling, angry world. 

We cruised leisurely down the coast. The water was very 
clear. We could see the white bottom a hundred feet down 
and the cliffs came right down to the water's edge. It re- 
minded us of Hawaii. We saw several good camp spots but 
we would have had to wait for high water to get near them. 
About a mile north of a native village we found a place we 
could get into without too long a wait. We hoped the 
natives wouldn't come up to visit us, although it was hop- 
ing against hope because in the cove there was a grove of 
coconut trees and we had found that natives and coconuts 
were never very far apart from each other. 
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We anchored stem out with our bow up on the beach, 
tied to a tree. To our great joy we found at one end of the 
beach a little mountain stream coming down, splashing and 
tinkling and falling into a place that would do for our pri- 
vate swimming pool. Standing under it gave us a private 
shower. A little higher up was a place we could get drink- 
ing water. We sent Doc Head up to examine the water, and 
he reported that it dropped down straight from the moun- 
taintop. 

We'd been there for about an hour when a few natives 
in a small boat paddled in and sat down on the beach about 
forty feet away from us. We didn't speak to them or pay 
any attention to them, remembering the last natives we had 
seen, who got into our hair like nits and almost drove us 
crazy. But these natives turned out to be all right. Seeing 
us gathering wood, they pitched in and gathered it for us. 
We were clearing a place for a camp and they helped us do 
that. They watched us trying to crack coconuts for a while, 
then took them away from us and gravely showed us how 
to do it properly, and all without our speaking to them or 
having them make the first move to break the silence. 

Finally we broke down and said, **Good morning." Once 
the conversational barrier had fallen, we found that they 
spoke about twenty words of English. 

Since Australia was so near, Binkley got to work on an 
American flag with a needle and thread he found in Head's 
miracle bag. He began with a white oblong made of bits 
of white skivies all sewed together and worked on that as 
a base. He cut up blue dungarees for the blue field and ran 
up against a stone wall when it came to the red stripes— but 
not for long. Reaching into Head's bag once more he pulled 
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out a bottle of merthiolate, a red antiseptic fluid, which he 
used as a dye. We left him alone to do his Betsy Ross stuff 
undisturbed. We could see that, like any creative artist 
badgered with questions and bothered with kibitzers 
breathing down his neck while he was composing a master- 
piece, he was likely to boil over at any moment. 

After he was done we inspected his handiwork. He had 
taken a short cut to get his stars. Rather than cut them out 
and sew them on (which would have taken days), he had 
made holes through the blue material in the shape of stars 
and allowed the white to show through. Somewhere along 
the way he found that if he made the stars a decent size 
he wouldn't have room to get them on, and, having made 
up his mind he'd have big ones or none at all, he had com- 
promised on twenty-four instead of the conventional forty- 
eight. The number didn't bother us. We thought it was a 
swell flag, even when we discovered it was strictly a one- 
way flag. The reverse side was a blank. He eyed us de- 
' fiantly and explained that if we held it up in the direction 
we wanted it to be seen from and didn't let anybody get 
behind it no one would know the difference. 

TTie natives brought us a little raw tobacco and one pack 
of Dutch cigarettes. We tried making smokes out of raw 
tobacco wrapped in paper. They knocked our heads off. 
But they weren't as bad as the coffee cigarettes we had 
tried. 

The place was beautiful at night, too. Maybe it seemed 
beautiful to us because it was our last night of camping out 
together. We had about three hundred and sixty miles to 
go and if we got fair weather that meant about three days' 
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running time. We couldn't believe that Australia was so 
near. 

After dark we sat around the fire, talking. One of the 
things we remembered were the two one-legged officers 
back in the Navy tunnel— an Army air officer and a marine. 
They were two of the most cheerful people in that dusty 
hole. They had lost opposite legs and they walked around 
arm in arm like a two-headed, four-armed giant. When 
they drew shoes they drew one pair for both. 

Another thing we talked about was the Navy dentist in 
that same tunnel who with very little to work with had 
made whole sets of teeth for those who had had theirs shot 
away. "Remember how those guys with toothaches used 
to sit around and worry about how much he was going 
to hurt them?" Wolslegel said. "They wouldn't think as 
much about a five-hundred-pound bomb dropping on 
them." 

Then we got to talking about the Oscars we had got (not 
the Hollywood kind) and how the Quail had earned a 
reputation as a bird dog. 

Early January had brought a short rest for us mine 
sweepers. Manila had fallen. We'd moved to Corregidor 
and done all that seemed humanly possible to establish a 
new base of supplies and make repairs at the Rock and at 
Mariveles. Corregidor was being bombed every day and the 
Quail was being bombed along with it. Still, we got a little 
sleep at night and after a while we began feeling restless 
again. We decided that Corregidor was taking too much 
from the air. On their good days it was averaging one Jap 
plane down out of every six formations that came over, but 
that wasn't enough. We'd had more experience by this time 
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and we weren't afraid of high, flat bombers attacking us as 
long as we were out in the open bay where we could ma- 
neuver. We figured that if we steamed out well away from 
Corregidor and placed ourselves directly in the line of at- 
tack of an oncoming bomber we could get in some good 
licks on them before they reached Corregidor's main fire 
power. That way we hoped to spoil their aim at the Rock 
and break up the strength of their attacks. But it didn't 
work out as we had planned. We did get one sure "heavy" 
and one "probable" (they were usually too high for our 
guns), but we didn't break down their bombing morale. 
Once a Jap bomber goes in for his attack nothing stops him 
unless he is shot down. But we did give Corregidor warning 
of a new wave of attacking planes. 

We noticed another thing about the Japs. If they were 
after a certain target they made no effort to attack a ship 
which happened to be able to make things hot for them* 
Maybe the next day they'd come back and try to get the 
offending ship, but not at the time. Finding this out gave 
us an idea and gave the Qmil its "bird dog" nickname. 

During January it was the mine sweepers' routine to take 
night-patrol stations north and east of Corregidor close to 
the south shore of Bataan. We were supposed to be watch- 
dogs for Corregidor and see to it that no enemy landing 
boats sneaked up on the Rock at night. This turned out to 
be pretty dull stuff, since the Philippine Q boats (similar to 
our PT boats but smaller and less seaworthy) patrolled 
farther than we did out in the bay and nothing ever got 
by them. They were fighting terrors and loved nothing bet- 
ter than chasing Jap armored barges, and as a result such 
barges were getting scarcer each night. 
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At daybreak, whichever mine sweeper happened to be 
on duty went back to South Harbor. Corregidor could see 
for itself by day and the ships only obstructed their arc of 
gunfire. About nine o'clock in the morning the Jap heavies 
started working and we piled out of South Harbor and 
went into our daily dodging tap dance. We noticed that at 
about seven o'clock each morning the Japs sent over an 
observation plane which circled around Corregidor at a 
safe distance but at a fairly low altitude to get a better look 
and do a preliminary sizing-up job. This plane got on our 
nerves. First we called him the Colonel, figuring there was 
a brass-hat Jap in it. Later we called him Oscar. But the 
more the "sweep" skippers thought about him, the more we 
were convinced that he was our meat. He usually came over 
when we were coming back from our night-patrol stations. 
But his flying route was almost exactly over those stations. 
Most mornings there were broken clouds around Cor- 
regidor and Bataan, and it was Oscar^s habit to dip down 
through a hole in the clouds, take a good look, and then 
zoom back up until he came to another hole in the clouds, 
where he ducked through again. We decided to cure him 
of this habit. 

With our sweeps strung out on our night stations we 
dallied for a while before returning to South Harbor and 
worked our way under likely-looking breaks in the clouds. 
The first time we tried it we got the best results. The Qmil 
nailed him on his first break-through. He flipped over as 
though he were looking at us indignantly and staggered off, 
wobbling like a drunk. Before he could get back in the 
clouds the next sweep gave him another burst and finally 
way down the line near Mariveles the Tanager finished him 
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off, and he plowed into the side of Mariveles Mountain. I 
don't think his headquarters ever knew what hit him, for 
we got quite a few other Oscars before they learned to fly 
high and keep out of harm's way. 

When Oscar retired to higher altitudes, our lives went 
back to always dodging and never dishing it out. Over on 
Bataan our four or five lone P-40's made occasional dawn 
attacks on Jap airfields. This seemed to annoy the Japs a lot, 
and they started dive-bombing and strafing our airfield at 
Cab Cabin on Bataan every moming about seven o'clock. 
The QuaiFs night station was close to the airfield, and we 
watched this operation helpless and futile as we were re- 
tuming to South Harbor. 

They circled high in groups of nine and then came down 
in Indian file over the top and down the slopes of Mariveles 
Mountain, swooped low over the field, and pulled out over 
a row of trees which fringed the shore of Manila Bay. 

The antiaircraft guns on the field had two strikes on them 
because Jap planes coming down the slopes were protected 
from A.A. headaches except for the few seconds it took 
them to pass over the field. But we figured that if we 
worked our way in close to the shore and behind that fringe 
of trees, the Nips would run right into our fire on their 
pull-out. We had to use our fifty-caliber M.G.'s for the job, 
as it was too close range for our three-inchers. Fifties aren't 
ideal for that work. They could wing a plane, but the 
winged planes don't fall right away and sometimes could 
get back to their base. Larger-caliber machine guns would 
have been better, but we didn't have them. Even so, we did 
pretty well. We brought three of the Japs plunging into 
the bay, and there were two probables. 
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We didn't look for any trouble from other Jap planes 
that morning but we figured the next morning they'd be 
on our tail for a little revenge. Only the next day we 
weren't at the Bataan airfield at seven o'clock. Instead we 
sneaked back to South Harbor early to get under the pro- 
tection of Corregidor's i.i-inch old faithful. The first Jap 
that came down into South Harbor was literally smothered 
with steel and flaming tracers. No more Japs came down 
that morning. 

We waited for a couple of days at the airfield and caught 
them again, but they didn't come after us in South Harbor 
any more. What they did do was a whole lot more em- 
barrassing to us. They started to hop our Philippine Q boats. 
The Q boats were game and brought down three Japs of 
their own, but we felt we had got them into it, so we went 
steaming up the bay to help them out and that finished our 
bird-dogging, for we were very late in getting back to 
South Harbor and had to explain to our boss where we'd 
been and why we were late. Our division commander and 
the commander of inshore patrol pretended to be annoyed 
with us for our bird-dogging, but they didn't put much 
conviction in the bawling out and I guess they weren't too 
much put out about it. 

Thinking about our **bird-dogging" days and falling 
Oscars made us feel better. It was pleasant to think of a time 
when we had been standing toe to toe with the Nips, lift- 
ing a swift one from our shoelaces and bringing it home 
with a thud on their ugly chops. It made the business of 
ducking and dodging and twisting through strange waters 
for our lives easier to take. 

In the late forenoon of June i, the clouds stopped scurry- 
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ing over the rim of the mountain. There was only blue sky 
and a bright sun. The men wanted to be on their way, but 
we had to wait a little longer for the seas to calm down. I 
promised them if the good weather continued we could 
leave on the night high tide. There wasn't much work to do 
that day. We cleaned up the boat and stowed our gear to 
prepare for more rough weather if we ran into it. The sun 
set red. That old gag about a red sun at night meaning fair 
weather didn't have much meaning in those latitudes. For 
all we knew, the weather might never get better than 
medium good in that Arafura Sea, and we started to call it 
the Our-Fury-Sea. 

We didn't believe what the native schoolteacher told us 
about the Japs having a toehold in Australia, but there 
might be an element of truth in it and we had to be pre- 
pared. Bercier suggested that the Japs might be bombing 
Darwin when we arrived, but we guessed that a few more 
bombs wouldn't make any difference and we weren't going 
to let them interfere with our plans. Steele was all for wag- 
ing an eighteen-man war on the Japs if we found them in 
Darwin, and he and Cucinello worked out a plan for chas- 
ing them across the desert from the rear. The idea back of 
their campaign was that while the Nips were advancing 
southward across the Great Australian Desert to meet our 
own Army in the south of Australia, we would come down 
on them from the north and cut off their supply trains. 
One of the weaknesses of this brilliant strategy was the fact 
that we didn't know whether the United Nations had an 
army in southern Australia or not. 

We were completely out of touch with the world and 
didn't know what to expect. The men were deathly afraid 
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we'd get orders to surrender ourselves to the Japs when we 
arrived. They thought that maybe someone in authority 
would tell us to surrender because General Wainwright 
had ordered all Fil-American troops everywhere to lay 
down their arms. Our guess was that the General had been 
confronted by a threat of death for his men unless he said 
what the Japs told him to say. The Japs had no military 
right to ask for more than the surrender of the troops in 
the area which they took over. But being Japs they asked 
for Corregidor when Bataan collapsed and they asked for 
all of the Phihppines when Corregidor fell. By their own ad- 
mission in the Jap-controlled Manila newspapers we had 
seen at our second stop, they had threatened to continue the 
slaughter of the unarmed troops on Corregidor unless all 
the Philippines surrendered. 

That night we rehashed every minute of the past five 
months. We'd gone over each one of them a hundred times 
before. Some of the men, like Cucinello, had had temporary 
duty on Bataan, and bit by bit we had pieced together the 
complete fabric of those months so that in our own minds 
we felt we knew what had happened and why. We sifted 
the conflicting stories and compared them with what we 
had actually seen from our own ship where we had had a 
grandstand view of both Corregidor and Bataan. We ruled 
out such stories as the one about Corregidor not having shot 
down any Jap planes because its guns couldn't reach that 
high. We were in the business of winging Jap planes our- 
selves and we knew that there were times when Corregidor 
averaged one plane out of every six that flew over it as long 
as it had guns and ammunition to do it with. A lot of offi- 
cers in the tunnels never believed those Jap planes were 
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falling. With their limited opportunities for observation 
they couldn't see them brought down. When they did get 
a look they were apt to see them fly off apparently unhurt 
and not see them in the distance when they nose-dived into 
a mountain or the bay. 

Then we talked about what part of Australia we wanted 
to reach first and we decided that the point closest to us 
was the first point we wanted to hit. Our chart showed us 
that would be Melville Island, just north of Darwin. We 
made up our minds that if, when we got there, we found 
that the Japs had taken over the place, we wouldn't give 
ourselves up. We would seize a boat bigger than ours, one 
we could go across the Pacific in, if we had to. 

The food and drink we were going to load up on in 
Australia loomed big in our talk. Newquist was going to go 
to a soda fountain and order a double row of sodas, then 
a row of milk shakes, fancy ones with complicated names. 
When he polished them off he was going after the ice- 
cream supply. Newquist was the lone teetotaler among us. 
The rest of us were about evenly divided between a steak 
as thick as an encyclopedia and a barrel of beer. One, who 
shall be nameless here, was going to get him a girl to love 
him before he even thought about steak or beer. 

We stayed up all that night until high water and at two- 
thirty we took the boat out. We cruised along in the lee 
of Moloe Island in calm water until five o'clock and when 
we reached its south end and turned east we still had pro- 
tection from the lee of Yamdena Island. Around noon the 
next day we passed through a narrow channel between 
Yamdena and Vordate and were in the open sea and rough 
water again. Not dangerously rough— the kind of roughness 
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that breeds wet misery arriving aboard in the form of heavy 
spray. The boat still slapped her floor boards on the waves 
but not so hard that we didn't think she could take it. 

The weather held blowy and rough until about sundown, 
then calmed slightly during the night. 

On June 3 we had to throttle down to keep the floor 
boards from smashing against the waves, but the gang re- 
fused to be downhearted about it. They could almost smell 
Australia. About midnight I woke to the realization that we 
weren't rolling and pounding so much and called back to 
ask Taylor to give the engine all she'd take. In the fore- 
noon it was calm enough for us to change our course open 
up wide and drive straight toward our goal. It was the first 
time we had done it in an open sea and we felt like a PT 
boat. At two o'clock we hoisted our one-way flag, and the 
boys were standing up shielding their eyes with their hands, 
competing for the first sight of land. 

On the dot of four o'clock we made out what looked 
like a pencil line on the horizon. It was low and even but 
unmistakable. With the binoculars the men swore they 
could see water tanks, but as we came closer the tanks 
turned out to be trees and hills. About two miles away, we 
saw forbidding chalk cliff's, sheer and dropping straight 
down three or four hundred feet to the water. They were 
crowned with a black streak of topsoil near the top. There 
wasn't a sign of human habitation anywhere, just a blank, 
eerie bleakness. We coasted along looking for a break in the 
cliffs which would be one end of Melville Island, or better 
still the Apsley Strait, which ran between Melville and Bath- 
urst Islands. There were several deep indentations, but 
they looked alike from the sea and we couldn't tell whether 
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they were blind alleys or openings going all the way 
through. At sunset we picked out one at random and 
headed toward it. Binkley and I looked at each other and 
smiled. Our thousand-to-one shot had panned out. The 
water was muddy instead of being clear as it would have 
been if the passage had merely been a bay or inlet. 

The place was laid out on a tremendous scale. Even in the 
mouth of the strait we could barely make out land to the 
west, but we got well in and anchored for the night. 

In the morning we started up the strait. 

Binkley and I knew we couldn't be anywhere else, but 
the men began to wonder if we really were in Australia 
after all and gave us the old razz-ma-tazz, asking us whether 
we had brought them to New Zealand or even Africa. We 
went up that passage for an hour. Finally we rounded a 
corner and saw several long, one-story buildings made out 
of planks. We headed for a little cove, beached the boat, 
and a group of very black, tall, bearded men, painted all 
the colors of the rainbow, came down to meet us. They 
were knobby and misshapen. Some of them had hair col- 
ored a violent red and scrubby beards colored white. 

Before we tried talking to them, a white man with a 
long black beard cut square across the bottom, and wear- 
ing a pair of khaki shorts, walked down the path from the 
hill. When he came close enough I yelled, "Hello, there," 
and a twanging voice came back, "Hello there, Yoonks.'' 
It sounded more like that than "Yanks," but it's impos- 
sible to reproduce Australian vocal sound effects even 
with trick spelling. 

"What place is this?" we asked. 
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"It's Melville Island, Australia," he replied. "Don't you 
know it?" 

Binkley grinned from ear to ear. Miraculously our navi- 
gation had hit the jackpot, homemade sextant, no current 
books and all. 

"Where do you hail from?" black beard asked. 

"Corregidor," we told him. 

"You had quite a trip of it, didn't you?" 

"Yeah, quite a little trip," we agreed. 

We asked him how the war was going. "The Japs came 
over here a while back, but your Kittyhawks chased them 
and knocked them all down," he told us. 

We had our gear ready now and went ashore. The man 
we had been having our jabber with was Brother John, who 
with another monk named Father O'Connor ran a Jesuit 
mission there. 

We stayed at that Jesuit mission from nine in the morn- 
ing until three the next afternoon. It was our first chance 
to sleep in real beds for as long as we could remember, but 
we couldn't get used to it. We rolled and tossed in the 
unaccustomed softness and finally got up and prowled 
around restlessly until dawn. Father O'Connor was cha- 
grined and felt that his accommodations weren't good 
enough for us. We tried to explain that they were too good, 
but he merely looked bafiled. 

In the afternoon we went down to another mission at 
the other end of the strait. We left there about midnight 
and arrived at Darwin on the morning of June 6. When 
we crawled out of our boat, the Aussies grabbed us and 
took us into their inquisition room for questioning, figuring 
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we looked like suspicious characters, I don't blame them. I 
had a look at a mirror and I was a double for Haile Selassie. 
The rest of the gang were no prettier. 

Even when they were satisfied we weren't the seagoing 
half of Coxey's Army, we were still in a hell of a fix be- 
cause there wasn't any hotel or rooming house in town 
where we could stay. Just when it began to seem we had 
come two thousand miles for the privilege of standing for- 
lorn and alone in a street, Colonel Wortsmith of the U. S. 
Army Air Corps took us under his wing, guided us to his 
headquarters, gave us a place to sleep, and gathered odds 
and ends of clothes for us from the scanty stock he had. 
Some of his men gave us shirts and shorts. They were 
tropical-weight garments, but as far as we were concerned 
no expensive tailor could have turned out such luxurious 
duds. 

Two days later the Navy sent an Army transport plane 
for us. We piled into it early in the moming and flew all 
day. That night we hit Adelaide, squatting on the plane's 
bare metal seats. It was colder than a penguin's under- 
carriage in that crate. It may have been summer where 
we'd come from but it was winter down under. After a 
night in Adelaide we took off for Melbourne. We arrived 
in Melbourne looking pretty disreputable with our legs and 
knees bare. I was lucky enough to bump into an Annapolis 
classmate who took charge of us and got rooms in a hotel. 
The hotel had no heat in its rooms and we were just about 
frozen, so at dinnertime we all boiled down to the dining 
room bent on food and warmth. 

The place was run on the American plan and the menu 
offered three major dinners. One built around steak, a 
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second with roast chicken as its main prop, and the third 
depended on mutton. With each one of these dinners there 
were about twenty other items; three or four soups, a dozen 
vegetables, olives, pickles, and two or three kinds of des- 
serts. When the waitress asked, "What will you boys 
have?" we said, "We'll have what's here on the paper." 

She put her hands on her hips and looked at us fish-eyed. 
"Listen," she said, "I don't mind lugging the stuff in here 
if you're going to eat it all, and not leave half of it for me 
to take back to the kitchen." 

Her voice was no dulcet purr. It boomed all over the 
room, and the rest of the diners stopped eating to look at 
us. We told her, "You bring it out, sister, and leave the 
rest to us." She brought it out and we ate it. Newquist 
topped off his chicken and fixin's with three different 
kinds of ice cream. 

When we were through she said, "I never thought you'd 
do it. You must be fair famished." 

We let our belts out a notch and said, "How about the 
other dinners? We've had the chicken; now we want the 
steak." She went away looking wild, and we saw her dis- 
cussing the thing with the woman who ran the place. The 
news worked its way back to the chef, and he put his head 
through the kitchen door to share the excitement. 

When she came back she said, "You can have them, but 
we'll have to close up the place and not let anyone else in 
because it will scrape the bottom of our larder." 

The nameless one among us who wanted a girl to love 
him more than steak or beer when he reached Australia 
got his girl. As a matter of fact, he got a whole bevy of 
girls, until the problem of keeping them untangled and out 
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of his hair threatened to be more of an ordeal than any we 
had gone through in our thirty-one-day trek. And the 
funny part of it all was, of all the crew he would have been 
the last one I would have guessed had Casanova blood. 
I hadn't had much of a chance to see that side of the gang 
doing its stuff. 

A week afterward the news came that thirteen of us 
were to be sent back to Sydney for active duty. The night 
before they left, Head told me the boys wanted to get to- 
gether for a farewell dinner. 

We went in together and sat down. All except Head, 
who stood back of his chair, holding something in his hand. 
He began to make a speech. He said, "Fve been desig- 
nated . . but that was as far as he got. His voice tightened 
up and he held his hand out to me. "Take it," he said. 

They had chipped in and bought me a watch. On the 
inside of its case were engraved the words, to our gallant 

SKIPPER FROM SEVENTEEN GRATEFUL MEN. 

I Stood Up and tried to make a speech myself but I was 
as bad as Head. So I said, "Well, you know how I feel 
about it," and quit. It seemed to be enough. 

There was one more present. They had remembered the 
crack I made about how if we ever got to Australia we 
ought to build Richardson a statue. It wasn't a statue; it was 
a suitcase. Then having got all of that off our minds, we 
sat down and ate. 

Two days after the dinner party, Cucinello, Stringer, 
Taylor, and I were sent to Brisbane by plane and hopped 
the Army transport Tasker H. Bliss (since sunk off Africa) 
for home. 

Forty days later we were in Key West. The Bliss car- 
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ried a load of Aussie student aviators and one Aussie nurse. 
She was a prim little wench but she taught us how to wash 
and iron our clothes in salt water, which is something no 
one should have to learn ever. You can't get salt water to 
make suds and when you're through washing your clothes 
they're stiff as boards. Six pounds of starch wouldn't put 
more iron into them. 

From Key West we took a bus to Miami. 

When we got back to Miami everything seemed mar- 
velously neat and clean and unoerturbed and calm and 
rational. 

Taylor and I were hurrying to get back to an air-con- 
ditioned restaurant in our hotel and cool off. We cut across 
a street jaywalking, and when we glanced up, there step- 
ping off the curb and coming toward us was a Jap. We 
stopped and stood there. We could feel our hair tingle like 
a dog's ruff bristling. Things whizzed through our minds 
so fast they were just a blur. The Jap didn't pay any atten- 
tion to us and sauntered by. 

We were both silent for a few moments, then I said to 
Taylor, "Well, we got through that. It's happened now, 
and I guess we'll be all right from now on." 

We kept on toward the restaurant. Taylor said, "I'm 
glad it was us instead of Steele and Cucinello and the boys. 
They might not have been able to make it." 

But I'm not worrying about them. After what they went 
through, they can take anything. 

Right now I've been assigned to a ship readying for 
action on any one of many fronts. The drumming guns of 
Bataan and the bright bloody hell of Corregidor are far 
away and behind in the past. There is nothing those of us 
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who were there could wish for more than to go back and 
tear down the prison gates of Fortune Island. However, 
others may be given the privilege, and perhaps not all of 
us will be there when we haul the red-balled flag down 
from over Corregidor. 

But all the rest of my life I'll be waking up at night, 
seeing a dock flaming like a funeral pyre as we pull away 
from it, or a couple of Filipino mess boys handing me a 
roll of pesos, or I'll be in a thirty-six-foot boat caught in 
a current between two Jap patrol boats. 

Maybe after a long time these things will grow dim, al- 
most as if they never happened. But I doubt it. I think 
they'll get clearer and more sharply defined. As clear and 
sharp as the engraving on the back of a watch I'm going 
to give to my son when he grows up. 
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I'm writing this on the day after Christmas, 1942. The 
crew of our Diesel boat is scattered as only a global war 
can scatter men. Meeker is on a destroyer at sea. It was hit 
by bombs, but Meeker is O.K. 

Bercier, Newquist, and Clarke are at a mine depot in Aus- 
tralia. Mines were their specialty and it was natural for 
them to end up in such a berth. 

No one knows where Watkins is. I have written to the 
others but have drawn a blank. 

Weinmann is back in Honolulu. 

Richardson is on a destroyer in the Pacific. 

Cucinello is at the Naval Training Station at Sampson, 
New York. 

Swisher is on a new cruiser being built on the East Coast. 

Steele had to swim ashore from a destroyer sunk in the 
southwest Pacific, but he made it. 

Stringer is now on a submarine at the sub base in New 
London. 

Taylor is a naval aviation pilot with the rank of Ensign 
at Pensacola. 

241 
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Haley and Rankin had to swim ashore with Steele when 
his destroyer was sunk in action. 

Wolslegel is on a destroyer tender and hopes to get mar- 
ried to an Aussie girl. 

Binkley is the only one of the seventeen reported miss- 
ing or killed in action. Head was on the ship with Binkley 
and was badly burned. He is now at the San Diego Naval 
Hospital. 

All of the seventeen were promoted one grade in rank. 
And all of the members of the scuttling party, Taylor, 
Weinmann, Steele, Cucinello, and Meeker, got the Navy*s 
Silver Star. 

Most of this information I have picked up out of letters 
I have received from the seventeen from time to time. One 
from Meeker, dated September 24, at sea, is a good example. 

September 24, 1942 
U.S.S. Blank 
At Sea 

Dear Captain: 

This is a short letter to let you know that ALL of us are 
thinking of you. I guess all of us wish that we could be back 
there with you serving on the same ship. As far as I know 
we are all still alive and growling. 

Pat Haley, Steele, and Rankin are Refugees again. Got 
mixed up with a torpedo but made out O.K. Saw them be- 
fore I left. They seem to think that they are going back 
to the States this time for sure. I hope they make it. Wol- 
slegel is about to get married if he can get permission. So 
I guess he wants to stay here for the duration. The girl is a 
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pretty nice kid and a swell cook. I eat up there every time 
I get a chance to horn in. 

I am in excess on here and they gave me the oil-king job 
plus the compartments. It's a good racket but it doesn't 
seem to get me any closer to home. By the way IT was a 
girl on that last keel laying. I owe you a cigar. 

The folks back home don't realize how tough this war 
is or how much it's going to take to win. This ship has had 
a couple of tough days since I have been on her. We got 
credit for two or three planes and a sub all within twenty- 
four hours. Seemed like old home week for a while. We 
were hit lightly and lost a few men. We are operating now 
and doing all right. 

It's time to knock off now. Won't be able to write any- 
thing else without disclosing military secrets. So long and 
drop a post card if you get a chance. 

Chief cook and bottle washer, 

J. F. Meeker 
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A NOTE ABOUT THE AUTHORS 



John Morrill ivas born in Miller^ South DakotUy and 
reared in Minneapolis. He ivas graduated pom the Naval 
Academy in the class of ^24. His first loves uoere submarines j 
but in June, 1939, he was transferred to the rmne sweeper 
Quail as coTfmanding officer. His specialty is navigation 
and he is now navigating officer of a new cruiser. Since 
writing this book he has been made a full Commander. His 
nickname is "Shug^^ (short for sugar), a tag fastened upon 
him at the Academy. 

Among his prized possessions are a bowl, spoon, and pipe 
made for him by friendly Filipino natives who sheltered 
him during his voyage of escape. With his wife he shares 
ownership of a cocker spaniel, Chloe, who saw history be- 
ing made. Chloe was at Pearl Harbor when it was bombed, 
together with MorrilVs family. 

He and the other seventeen men who ran the Jap gant- 
let with him hope to get together for a reunion party after 
the war. All that are left of them. 

The other half of the writing team of Morrill and Martin 
was bom in Charlottesville, Virginia, and attended the 
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Umversity of Permsyhania. After having been thrown for 
a loss by three months in the Umversity hospital he made 
up his own curriculumy taking such courses as Italian^ his- 
tory of architecture J outdoor sketching, and all the English 
and history he could get. He also ran on the track team, 
edited or ivas on the staff of three campus publications. 

He has worked in a logging camp, as a stevedore, as 
back-shot man for a survey party, and has spent two vaca- 
tions riding across country from Detroit to California help- 
ing deliver cars from factory to dealers. He says it is his 
idea of fun. He's an over-the-road-trucking addict and 
wrote a Saturday Evening Post serial about the men who 
drive them. He has also written or collaborated upon about 
twenty short stories and forty or more articles which have 
appeared in the Post, Cosmopolitan, Vanity Fair, Ameri- 
can, The Ladies' Home Journal. 

He was art editor of the Post until the early part of last 
year, when he became a staff writer with the title of asso- 
ciate editor. He is married to Virginia Bird Martin and 
they have two children, Peter, i^, and Margery, to. 
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